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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE SECOND of a series of articles by Mr. Basil Marriott 
suggesting some housing questions which might benefit from 
research is published on p. 392 


FURTHER AMENDMENTS to the design of Coventry 
Cathedral, which should result in closer harmony with the 
surrounding ancient buildings, have been announced by the 
architect, Mr. Basil Spence, O.B.E., A.R.S.A., F.RJI.B.A. 
Illustrations are given on p. 394 


A FURTHER ARTICLE in our series on church roofing 
materials relates to shingles and appears on p. 405 


THE PROBLEMS of “ Overstill” population were the subject 
of a paper given yesterday by Mr. D. W. Riley, Staffordshire 
County Planning Officer, on the opening day of the 21st annual 
conference of the Institute of Housing, at Margate. p. 409 


THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF PROPERTY 
OWNERS is to petition Parliament to alter the law on rent 
restriction to enable landlords to carry out repairs to their 
property without suffering financial loss. p. 411 


THE NEED for more research on the physics and chemistry of 
cements to balance up with the considerable amount of engineer- 
ing research being carried out on concrete, was emphasised by 
Sir Ben Lockspeiser, secretary of the D.S.I.R., at the third 
international symposium on the “‘ Chemistry of Cement,” 
now being held in London. p. 412 


AN ACUTE SHORTAGE of bricks causing considerable delay 
in building was referred te at a recent meeting of the Stratford- 
on-Avon Town Council. Several other local authorities in 
the area are also experiencing a shortage. A report appears on 


p. 413 





“BIRMINGHAM FIFTY YEARS ON” 


M® PAUL S. CADBURY is to be congratulated on 

preparing a book* which aims at making his fellow 
citizens familiar with the proposals for improvements and 
developments contemplated for Birmingham during the next 
50 years. As thé grandson of Richard Cadbury, one of the 
founders of Bournville, and one of the fourth generation of 
a family which has always taken a prominent part in civic 
activities, Mr. P. S. Cadbury is well qualified for the task he 
set himself ; moreover, having grown up in the atmosphere 
of Bournville he is exceptionally well aware of the sociological 
aspects of the problems involved. 


Mr.-Cadbury modestly disclaims technical nsictindin’ in 
his introductory statement, as follows: “‘ The plans which I 
describe are not mine ; they represent in the main schemes 
already approved by the City Council—the ideas, plans and 
illustrations in this account are the work of others. All that 
I have attempted to do is to bring them together between the 
two covers of a book. My main debt is to the Public Works 
and Town Planning Committees of the Birmingham City 
Council, of which I was proud to be a member for some years, 
and to its enlightened surveyor and engineer, my friend 
Herbert J. Manzoni. It is to their faith and his inspiration 
both as a planner and as the chief of a team of planners that 
the city of the future will owe its form, its beauty and, in large 
measure, its happiness.” 

Thus, while giving Mr. Cadbury credit for a full and 
picturesque rendering of the problems and their solutions, 
one has in a measure to exonerate him for a certain vagueness 
in the technical solutions and the reasons for these in the light 
of economic and other practical considerations. It is by no 
means clear how some of the illustrations can be identified 
with the plans as a whole, a point of importance in view of the 
complexity of the scheme. 


The book naturally opens with statistical and sociological 
studies of past and present conditions in the Birmingham 
area. The districts around the city, extending from Coventry 
to Wolverhampton and Walsall to Redditch, are already so 
fully occupied that an increase in the present population 
of the city, 1,112,000, is regarded as undesirable; in fact, it 
would be better if it were somewhat reduced by a limited 
redistribution of industries; this would facilitate the reductions 
of density which must take place in city areas where the hous- 
ing is obsolete and overcrowded, areas that are marked for 
reconstruction at an early date. Under this heading 155,000 
houses are condemned. 


Following the residential problems come the industrial 
ones. There are now in the outskirts of the city some 33 
factories each employing over 1,000 workers, as against 10 
before the last war, but around the inner zone there are still 
several hundred smaller concerns mostly occupying, or 
adapted from, old buildings not designed for this purpose. 
It is considered desirable to replace‘ many in the form of 

“industrial flats,” with suitable services, to be let off for 
appropriate forms of production. The advantage of large 
works is that they can afford to be set in open ground, with 
their own playing fields, gardens, etc. 


The suitable disposition of shops and markets comes next 
and then the important question of traffic organisation is 
dealt with by the provision of inner, intermediate and outer 
ring roads with circuses and other special designs for all road 
intersections. Recently it seems to have struck the planners 
that a notable feature of the site of Birmingham might offer 
further opportunities for traffic developments. Its centre is 
situated on a sandstone ridge running north-eastward from 
the high ground at Edgbaston along the summit of which 
runs Broad-street and Colmore-row. This ridge is pierced 





*“* Birmingham Fifty hae Baie ” By Paul S. Cadbury. A Bournville Trust 
Publication, 1952. Quarto. 6d. 
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by the railway west of New-street and south-east of Snow-hill 
stations and it is thought that road tunnels might relieve 
congestion in the city centre, but this idea has not, so far, 
been adequately worked out nor related to the rest of the 
improvement programme. 


As a whole the proposals are in accord with the recognised 
present standards of town planning in that though these 
include many interesting and bright contributions to the general 
scheme there is yet a lack of systematic co-ordination. This 
criticism may not be levelled at any particular scheme but 
is aimed at the position of town planning methods in general. 
There is still an atmosphere of patchwork about these, 
and it may be hoped that before the next 50 years have 
expired they will have become formulated into something 
more neatly resembling a genuine science. 


HOUSING IN THE TROPICS 


GFRious as our own housing problem is, it seems simple 

compared with that of tropical areas, where housing 
conditions are literally appalling. In Latin-America, for 
example, it is estimated that 25 million new homes are required 
to replace slums and substandard dwellings. In Africa, 
between the Union and the Sahara, live nearly 125 million 
people in squalid huts of grass and mud and wattles. In 
Asia perhaps as many as 150 million families live in crowded 
insanitary quarters. And with rapidly increasing populations 
and the migration of millions of people—refugees, homeless 
and others—from the country to the towns, further congesting 
the already overcrowded slums, the problem becomes daily 
more formidable. 


The study of low-cost housing in tropical areas was recom- 
mended by the United Nations Social Commission in Sep- 
tember, 1947, and two Secretariat reports on the subject 
have already been published. A third (Bulletin 6), ‘‘ Housing 
in the Tropics,”* was recently issued “for the use of 
government services, architects, town planners, building 





# U.N. Publications. Price $1°50, or equivalent. 
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practitioners and householders.”” It states the problem and 
indicates the main lines along which a solution might be found. 
Here are given the results of research in many parts of the 
world. 


One of the most interesting features is an article on “ Design 
and Construction in the Tropics,’ by Mr. G. Anthony 
Atkinson, Colonial Liaison Officer at the Building Research 
Station, Watford, who gives a clear idea of the complexity 
of the problem, and warns us that there is no easy way of 
bettering housing conditions throughout the tropics. He 
stresses the need for diagnostic surveys, and gives much useful 
information about types of housing, materials and methods of 
construction appropriate to different areas. 


It seems clear that the problem is almost everywhere 
hopelessly beyond the powers of the organised building 
industries and that increasing dependence will have to be 
placed on what is called “‘ Aided Self-help.” Recently govern- 
ments have taken a more active part im helping people to house 
themselves. Assistance may be financial or material, and most 
town dwellers, it is stated, will need both ; it will be necessary 
to develop building sites with roads, water and sanitation, to 
lend building plant and equipment, to give or lend materials 
and possibly even to construct parts of the house and supply 
equipment such as the sanitary unit. This has been found 
to be the best way of developing the innate resources of 
primitive communities. 

The Bulletin gives illustrations of some shocking examples 
of existing slums and, by way of contrast, some excellent 
specimens of new schemes, carried out in a variety of materials, 
though no plans are shown. A “ Handbook on Tropical 
Housing ”’ is to be published later this year. Much has been 
done to improve housing conditions in these backward areas, 
but compared with the pressing need it is pitifully inadequate. 
The problem is as much economic as social, and immense 
further efforts are needed by the governments concerned, 
supported by the more prosperous nations of the free world, 
to stamp out the poverty, degradation, squalor and disease 
that make the breeding-ground of Communism. 








THE 
LAWRENCE CHUBB 
MEMORIAL 


In memory of Sir Lawrence 
Chubb (1873-1948) whe devoted 
a lifetime to the preservation of 
open spaces and the provision of 
playing fields, this memorial shelter 
has been erected at Ken Wood, 
London. . The shelter has one seat 
overlooking Hampstead Heath and 
another facing the wooded slope of 
Ken Wood. Designed by. Professor 
A. E. Richardson, R.A., in 
association with Mr. E. A. Houfe, 
F.R.I.B.A., it is constructed in 
light brown Stamford bricks, the 
roof being in concrete. The seats 
are of English oak. 


It was largely through the efforts 
of Sir Lawrence Chubb that Ken 
Wood was saved for public use, and 
Hampstead Heath was the first 
common to be saved by the Com- 
mons, Open Spaces, and Footpaths 
Preservation Society, of which 
Sir Lawrence was secretary for 
52 years. (See also page 416). 
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NOTES & NEWS 


CHEMISTRY OF CEMENT 


T= Building Research Station and the 
Cement and Concrete Association are 
jointly sponsoring the third international 
symposium on the chemistry of cement, 
now being held in London. It was origin- 
ally intended that a symposium should be 
held in Washington in 1948, but economic 
conditions were not favourable for 
Europeans to travel to America at that 
time and it was later decided to hold the 
symposium in England this year. 

Invitations to attend the symposium 
have been sent to those known to be 
interested in the subject in all countries. 
A full programme has been compiled and 
papers are being given under the following 
general headings: ‘‘ Constitution of 
Portland Cement,” “The Setting and 
Hardening of Portland Cement,” “‘ Special 
Cements” and “Applications of 
R esearch.” 


PUGIN’S CENTENARY 


‘THE CENTENARY of the death of A. W. N- 
Pugin, whose study of medieval church 
building inaugurated a new era in the 
Gothic revival, comes at a time when at 
least one of his surviving churches is in 
urgent need of repair. A recent letter to 
The Times, over the signature of Mr. 
John Betjeman and others, appeals for 
£1,000 for the purpose of stripping and 
relaying the Oxfordshire stone roof tiles 
on the country church of Tubney, Berks, 
beside the road from Oxford to Faringdon, 
which is one of Pugin’s few Anglican 
designs. Built in 1848, the church is 
little altered since Pugin’s day, and his 
painted chancel roof and coronels for 
candles, his paving, font and glazing 
survive. 

The letter concludes with a fitting 
tribute to so interesting a character as 
Pugin : “Pugin was so lovable a man, 
so great an influence and inspiration and 
sO interesting an architect, that we feel 
that this form of memorial to him, the 
restoring of his charming hamlet church, 
is of more than local interest. Perhaps 
some of his many admirers will help us 
by sending a subscription in his memory 
to the Hon. Treasurer, the Rev. A. V. 
Billen, D.D., Tubney Church Memorial 
Fund, Fyfield Vicarage, Abingdon.” 


PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION 


THE NINETY-SEVENTH ANNUAL EXHIBI- 
TION of the Royal Photographic Society, 
which was opened by the American 
Ambassador, Mr. Walter S. Gifford, on 
September 11, has again attracted many 
excellent examples of photographic work 
from all parts of the world. The sub- 
jects portrayed are many and varied, and 
the exhibition is full of interest to the 
visitor whether he is a keen photographer 
or merely the “ man in the street.” In 
the architectural field there seems to be a 
predominance of interiors, mainly church 
interiors, all of which are of a high standard, 
and show well the scope of this particular 
sphere of architectural photography. 

The exhibition is being held at the 
Society’s house, 16, Princes Gate, S.W.7, 
and is open until October 12. It will be 
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shown in the City Art Gallery, Leeds, 
from October 25 to November 23, and the 
Art Gallery, Bristol, from December 6 
to 31. 


DISPLAY OF HOUSE DESIGNS 


‘THE GREATER interest in private enter- 
prise housing brought about by the 
increase in the proportion of licences 
which local authorities are now giving to 
private persons to build houses, has 
prompted the Housing Centre to arrange 
a display of plans and photographs of 
houses designed by architect members 
of the Centre within the limitations of a 
licence and which have been erected 
within the last few years. 

About 40 different designs for small 
family houses are thus on view at the 


Centre’s premises, off Haymarket. 
The exhibition remains open _ until 
October 25. 


EVILS OF SMOKE 


How to reduce Britain’s output of one 
particular product—coal smoke—will be 
the theme of the National Smoke Abate- 
ment Society’s conference at Portsmouth 
on September 24 to 26. Much emphasis 
has been put of late on the waste of 
valuable fuel in smoke, but probably even 
more serious are its effects on human 
health, and the confer’ 1ce wil] hear impor- 
tant new evidence on air pollution and 
cancer of the lung, to be given by Dr. 
Percy Stocks, Senior Research Fellow 
of the British Empire Cancer Campaign. 

The four hundred delegates, repre- 
senting local authorities, government de- 
partments, industry, and __ technical 
associations, will also hear a report by an 
American speaker on how Los Angeles 
is tackling its notorious smoke-fog prob- 
lem, and reports of progress of many 
kinds in this country. The Des Voeux 
Memorial Lecture this year will be by Mr. 
W. R. Hornby Steer, standing counsel 
to the Society, on “‘ Smoke and the Law.” 


CECIL HOUSES APPEAL 


Ceci Houses (Inc.) for Homeless 
Women are just completing a building 
for 72 old age women pensioners. The 
new building has every modern device, 


COMING EVENTS 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 
HousING CENTRE.—Display of private-house designs. 
13, Suffolk-street, Haymarket, .W.1. Weekdays, 
9.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. ; Saturdays, 9.30 a.m. to 12 noon. 
Continuing open until October 25. 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 


L.M.B.A. GOLFING Society.—Autumn meeting, 
Coombe Hill Course. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 

L.M.B.A. (SOUTH-WESTERN AREA).—Prize presenta- 
tion tg ne Gaze Fund to technical students, 
by Mr. Farrow, supported by Mr. D. E. Wood- 
bine Parah> President, L.M.B.A. Zeeta’s Restaurant, 
Kingston-on-Thames. 1 p.m. 

NATIONAL SMOKE ABATEMENT SOCIETY.—Nineteenth 
annual conference. South Parade Pier, Portsmouth. 
lla.m. Continuing until September 26. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 

L.M.B.A.—Luncheon to meet the Lord Mayor of 
London, Sir Leslie Boyce, K.B.E. Savoy Hotel, 
Strand. lp.m 

ASSOCIATION OF BUILDING TECHNICIANS. — Dis- 
cussion on “ Must Building Costs Keep Rising?” 
with the Minister of Works, Mr. David Eccles, as 
ee Building Centre, Store-street, W.C.1 

m 

INSTITUTE OF WELDING (NoRTH LONDON BRANCH).— 
“* Welding in America,’’ by Messrs. F. Clark, M.B.E., 
H. E. Large and S. Reisser, A.M. LCE. 
M.1.Struct.E. Regent - street Polytechnic, W.1, 
7.30 p.m. 

ENGINEERS’ GUILD.—A.G.M. be Hall, Caxton- 
street, Westminster, S.W.1. 6 p 
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but it has cost a great deal of money, and 
attempts are being made to raise funds to 
pay off the building loan. To this end a 
broadcast las been arranged for Sunday, 
September 28, at 8.25 p.m., as ‘‘ The 
Week’s Good Cause.” ‘The appeal will 
be made by Mrs. Gordon Phillips, Secre- 
tary and Assistant Director, who has been 
with Cecil Houses since their founding 
25 years ago by Mrs. Cecil Chesterton. 


BRACKNELL APPOINTMENT 


CAPTAIN T. M. BRownricc, R.N. (rtd.), 
has been selected as the new general 
manager of Bracknell New Town Develop- 
ment Corporation. 


ARCHITECT’S ESTATE 


Mr. A. T. Buter, F.R.1I.B.A., of the 
firm of A. T. and Bertram Butler, archi- 
tects, of Worcester, left £48,401 (net 
£47,760). 


BUILDER'S ESTATE 


Mr. RicHarD ARTHUR COSTAIN, who 
died in February, aged 84, left estate in 
England valued at £113,402 (£105,902 net). 
Duty paid was £53,389. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


Mr. A. BEAUMONT OwLEs, A.R.I.B.A., practising 
under the style of Bostock and Partners, informs us 
that the telephone number of his new offices at Ide 
House, 12, Fife-road, Kingston-upon-Thames, is 
Kingston 7281. The telephone number and address of 
his main offices at Southall remain unchanged. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1852 
Saturday, September 18, 1852 


ANOTHER ACCIDENT WITH SCAFFOLD- 
ING.—It is painful to have occasion, 
ever and anon, to record such cases, and, 
indeed, they have occurred of late oftener 
than recorded. In the present instance, a 
scaffold, 30 ft. in height, in front of some 
new buildings in Grafton-place, Kentish 
Town, gave way on Thursday, in last week, 
carrying the workmen with it, smashing 
the skull of one poor fellow, whose case 
is hopeless, and also nearly killing another. 
A third was caught by a projection, and, 
fortunately, rescued. Some better super- 
vision of scaffolding would appear to be 
absolutely necessary. 








392 





THE BUILDER 


“ THE HOUSE THAT FACT BUILT” 


A Case For Operational Research in Housing—II 
By BASIL MARRIOTT 


The second of a series of articles by 
Mr. Basil Marriott suggesting some common 
and vexed housing questions which might 
benefit from a _ systematic process of 
“‘ operational research.” 


2.—STORAGE 


UCH has been said about housing 
real people realistically. But the 
“* displacement ”’ of their bits and pieces 
is probably greater than that of their 
family. With smaller dwellings the 
storage problem has intensified, and will 
continue to do so whether trends are 
towards tighter or more open planning, 
since both these mean: (a) less odd cor- 
ners for cupboards (often the sign of 
wasteful planning), and (6) taking such 
cupboards as are practicable out of usable 
and valuable living or working space. 
Many common and necessary house- 
hold chattels have to be left lying about, 
though not in hourly or even daily use, to 
obstruct circulation and collect dust, 
simply because there is nowhere to put 
them. Meantime, ‘‘ big business” is busy 
persuading us that more and more new 
things are common and necessary, the 
second-hand market is dead and the 
dustman won’t look at the old things. 
And the space to hold them continues to 
shrink. 


NEED FOR STORAGE SPACE 


Box-room storage does not’ meet the 
problem. Obviously more things can be 
stored in less space if they are tightly 
packed, but they are not then readily 
accessible. Though ‘“ Houses, 1952” 
shows type-plans embodying store rooms, 
this fact still applies to them, and some of 
the shapes are puzzling to say the least. 
The traditional roof-space attic is no 
longer so useful, owing to lower pitches 
generally and weaker scantlings. Basements 
offer excellent storage, and Blackshaw’s 
** Space Utilisation Survey ” shows some 
enviable supplementation of space by 
their means in Scandinavian countries. But 
they are so uneconomic that even in coun- 
tries such as Sweden, where they are 
traditional and are a convenient use of 
depth necessary to take foundations 
below frost-level, means are being sought 
to do away with them. 

In any case, there remains a mass of 
familiar and necessary objects in every 
household which cannot easily or con- 
veniently be stored out of sight. They 
are a large proportion of our worldly 
goods, and though furniture is generally 
pleasant enough to put on show, there is 
little visual pleasure to be got out of many 
of our possessions, in spite of the efforts 
of industrial designers. 

Leaving out those for which space is 
traditionally provided (e.g., in dressers, 
sideboards, bureaux, coal cellars, larders, 
etc.), let us tot up, by no means ex- 
haustively, the common chattels and 
basic requirements of an average house- 
hold, differentiating between those in 


regular daily use (R.—about 50 per cent.) 
and, otherwise; those which can con- 
veniently be stored outside if facilities 
exist; and those (shown in italics) for 
which either inside or outside storage is 











optional. (See table below.) 
IN OUT 
1. Tools R. Vacuum Cleaner Lawn 
Gadgets Sewing machine Mower 
Machinery Hand and garden | R. Bicycles 
tools Pram 
Step ladder R. Clothes 
R. Playpen horse 
R. High chair iron and 
Wringer or mangle troning 
board 
2, Luggage and Trunks 
packs Suitcases 
Rucksacks 


. Saddlebags (bike) 
. Shopping baskets 
. School satchels 


RAD 





Clean clothes 
Dirty linen 
R. Clothes (regular 
wear) 
»  (inter- 
mittent) 
»» (seasonal 
wear) 
. Spare bedding 
(blankets) 
Mending and 
knitting 


3. Textiles 





Cd 


. Cleaning kit R. Brooms, brushes, 

ustpan 

. Shoe cleaning kit 
. Household 

cleaners 


ois) 





5. Food Canned, __ pack- 
aged dry and 
preserved goods 
surplus to cur- 
rent use 





6. Toys, games R. Mechanical and 
soft toys 
Table games 
R. Books 
Playing cards 
Sports and hob- 
bies’ equipment 





7. Toilet and 


Reserve toilet 
health articles (soap, 
requisites etc.) 


Medicine and 


rugs 
First-aid kit 











This is a formidable “‘basinful.”’ Even if a 
place for everything can be provided, every- 
thing is in it, in the average family, and one 
cannot plan for the plain untidiness for 
which there is considerable excuse unless 
the problem is energetically tackled or 
human nature changes. Week-ends are 
the worst, when the family is all at home 
and the “ daily” (if any) does not come. 

On analysis of the table, the surrealist 
picture is composed of : 

(a) Bulky objects (e.g., vacuum cleaner) 
in regular or intermittent use, for which 
there is only the long-suffering and 
plethoric “ cupboard under the stairs ”— 
non-existent in flats. 

(b) Ditto, but which can be stored out- 
side (e.g., lawn mower) where, anyway, 
they are more appropriate. 

(c) Things which just lie about until 
wanted, but would be better put away for 
both looks and maintenance (e.g., sewing 
machine). 

(d) Objects which traditionally have 
special furniture for them which the con- 
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temporary small plan makes it increasingly 
difficult to accommodate (e.g., wardrobe). 


The ideal would therefore combine : 
1. Outside shed ; 

2. Inside boxroom or store ; 

3. Cupboards with shelves ; 


4. Special furniture of realistic rather 
than the usual commercial design. 


Clearly, this ideal is generally unattain- 
able in sponsored housing. No. 4 seems 
obviously capable of development under 
the architect’s control, cost being the only 
snag, and will be further considered in the 
section on Furniture, which follows. But 
there are other expedients that warrant some 
thought. Several of them are common 
in “ tailor-made ”’ houses, or the houses ot 
sensible people, who do not wait to be 
spoon-fed but improvise for themselves. 


(a) Linen and clothes cupboards form- 
ing one wall of bedroom to _ insulate 
them from landings and passages. 


(b) Rails plugged to walls for pegs, 
hooks and cantilevered shelves. An un- 
suspected number of objects can be hung 
above working or sitting level, and can 
look quite as nice as some pictures, 
arranged with taste. 


(c) Cost comparisons of _ stronger 
scantlings and even part-flooring and 
lining of roof-spaces, to establish whether 
the saving really offsets the loss of useful 
storage space. 


(d) Similarly with the provision of 
storage rooms in all type plans, even if it 
has to double with other functions such 
as fuel-bunkers and dustbin-shelters. In 
this, the possibility of “‘ skying”’ or other 
horizontal layering of large but light 
objects should not be overlooked, as. is 
done, for example, in arctic explorers’ 
winter quarters. 


(e) Certain “‘ non-traditional ” methods 
and materials also appear to provide 
usable cavities between load-bearing 
points which could be made _ to 
contain quite a number of _ small 
objects in recesses or cupboards offering 
at least the insulating properties of the 
““ matrix” material. 


The problem falls mainly under the 
heading of Furniture in the sense that, 
e.g., multi-purpose ‘‘ boxes”? can be 
made to suggest the boundaries between 
various areas of the living space, as dis- 
cussed in the Furniture Section. 


A suggested subject for research by a 
team including architect, property man- 
ager, furniture designer, domestic scientist 
and (preferably) anthropometrist—kept 
firmly down to earth by a practical and 
tidy-minded housewife. 


3.—FURNITURE 


Furniture is broadly of two types, 
contemporary and realistic; and period 
or ‘‘modernistic”? commercial. Both can 
become cockeyed if snobbery, intellectual 
or social, rears its snooty head. The 
former is generally preferred by sensible 
people who know the answers and is 
not necessarily ‘‘modern” (whatever 
that means). But the latter is more 
likely to be found in the housing we are 
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considering here, and its owners are 
stuck with it—and even fond of it. 


With notable and honourable excep- 
tions which sometimes seem on the increase 
if you avoid the big furniture exhibitions, 
“popular” furniture is not merely ugly 
but often impractical and _ shoddy. 
Nobody quite knows why people buy it, 


even themselves, and _ social scientists 
who have studied this oddity find 
that it is often mainly ambition to 


“keep up with the Jones’s” in trying 
to achieve a sort of Hollywood love-nest 
effect, rather than any logical! process of 
thought. There was, of course, “‘ Utility,” 
but the trade seems busy restoring the 
status quo—with knobs on. 


But this is not about furniture as such 
(though lots could be, and has been, writ- 
ten), but about some aspects of furniture 
in relation to architectural planning, where 
the two have such a direct bearing on each 
other that they cannot be considered 
apart. For instance, you plan a bedroom 
to hold a bed, whether it’s a long, low, 
luxurious divan or a brass-balled inheri- 
tance. Its size is virtually standard and 
you can walk past it and-often even pull 
it out from the wall to ‘‘ make ”’ it, if the 
recommended room-areas are planned 
with common sense. 


Where does the architect’s responsi- 
bility begin and end in this planning of 
and for furniture ? He is not yet asked to 
design special furniture for housing 
(though there are encouraging stirrings), 
but must accept and provide for variations 
in ranges which are unnecessarily wide and 
numerous and rather naughtily encouraged 
by the trade. 


There is a considerable case for his 
designing, or helping in the design, of 
furniture, more particularly items which 
can be built-in with advantage, but it is 
simply a question of time and specialisa- 
tion during his training. Many successful 
furniture designers are, or have been, 
architects, since the design approach to 
architecture is very like that of furniture, 
for obvious reasons—it requires the study 
of people’s shapes and sizes and habits ; 
appearance conditioned by structure ; 
method of manufacture and materials ; 
surface texture and colour ; and mainten- 
ance. Furniture has always reflected 
contemporary architectural trends, though 
this is sometimes difficult to believe. 


THE “OPEN” PLAN’S NEEDS 


All this would be academic and not 
relevant here except that, if and when new 
trends such as the “open” plan gain 
momentum, expert furnishing tréatment 
of the pooled living-space and of the dual- 
purpose rooms which, for instance, are 
envisaged, will surely be required. 


Unfortunately, the furniture trade as a 
whole cannot apparently be expected to 
rise effectively to the occasion. As was 
proved by the Utility scheme, it seems, on 
the contrary, likely to resist any realistic 
and progressive approach to these new 
problems as a piece of unwarrantable 
“long-haired” interference—again (in 
all fairness) with notable exceptions. 

Let us take built-in furniture first, 
though too much emphasis should not be 
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attached to the principle, which is by no 
means new. It has been said that it is 
now as illogical to cart common and 
universally-needed items of furniture (such 
as a meal-table) about with the family’s 
every move as it would be to uproot and 
take the bath. Again, wireless is so 
universal that the receiving set might well 
now be built-in—as even some manu- 
facturers admit. But you have got to 
start from scratch, and people have very 
emphatic preferences in their possessions— 
some quite sensible. A table that fits 
two does not fit the “‘ one, two, three and 
a high-chair ” type of family even if we do 
blandly put them in the same sized house. 
So for some generations to come we must 
budget for the private ownership of most 
furniture and equipment, some of which 
will be silly, bulky and superfluous. 


The built-in principle became fashion- 
able and then almost too popular, and soon 
bogged down, largely because people 
missed the point, which was to see whether 
its traditional application, e.g., to dressers 
and clothes and linen cupboards, could 
logically be extended to other things with 
advantages all round, including economy. 


BUILT-UP FURNITURE 


The time has come when the subject 
might profitably be re-examined, par- 
ticularly in view of what has been said in 
Section II on Storage. A natural progress 
from built-in to built-up might follow. 
What is envisaged is best described as 
following the researches which led up to 
the British winning designs in the Ameri- 
can - sponsored International Low - Cost 
Furniture Competition—the work of pro- 
phets still apparently without much 
honour in their own country. These 
are so relevant here that they are sum- 
marised, from memory : 


(a) There are many unused spaces in the 
average dwelling of about 3 ft. 6 in. wide by 
room height. This would appear to be a 
reasonable module or unit for pieces which 
can be built-up both horizontally and 
vertically. 


(b) The main need is for storage units, 
but these are also adaptable as free- 
standing “‘ islands” (in which the back ‘is 
as important in appearance, and as usable, 
as the front.) This is particularly valuable 
in the contemporary open type of plan 
for suggesting flexibly the varying function 
of different parts of the pooled space 
without full-height divisions. 


(c) Common objects are best zoned— 
i.e., stored at convenient heights repre- 
senting the levels at which they are most 
conveniently handled or looked at when 
sitting, standing or even lying. ‘They can 
be further subdivided into those which 
are only to be seen, and those which are 
to be both seen and used at those levels 
(cf., a picture with an ashtray) while 
others of intermittent use can be above 
or below those levels, involving occa- 
sional stooping or reaching, if the need is 
not inconveniently frequent. 


Briefly, the winning solution—a pre- 
formed type of long “‘ box” of simple and 
agreeable looks, wrapped round completely 
with veneer and slung from a bent metal 
“ chassis ” forming the legs—was capable 
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of a variety of alternative internal arrange- 
ments as, e.g., writing-desk, radio and 
radiogram with records, bookcase, china 
and glass cabinet, etc., etc. Horizontal 
build-up was by simple abutment of 
several units, or at right amgles where 
suitable ; vertical, by struts from the 
basic chassis to support upper “‘ floors.” 


The idea, except for the pre-formed 
and veneered basis, was probably capable 
of assembly by semi-skilled labour, and 
similar principles are certainly within the 
competence of a joiner. This is an 
important point. For reasons domestic 
to the furniture industry but not relevant 
here, there seems a strong case for the 
development of a type of furniture within 


‘the scope of carpenters and joiners, as 


opposed to cabinet-makers, whose tradi- 
tional craft is better employed elsewhere. 


This ‘“‘joiner’s furniture” could be 
standardised and prefabricated, but not 
necessarily built-in, and preferably as 
unstylistic and plain as, say, shelving or 
cupboards commonly run up as tenant’s 
fixtures. 


Many possibilities are opened up, 
and others have been tentatively tried. 
Why not storage-drawers for bedclothes 
beneath beds? If service hatches, why 
not “through” cupboards, and even 
“through ”’ tables, laid and cleared in the 
kitchen, but slid through a hatch to the 
meals-place ? Since the plan of most 
sitting space, particularly round open 
fires, predetermines the position of arm- 
chairs and settees, why not fixed “ ban- 
quette ”’ seats ? 


Many of these and similar ideas are 
already improvised by intelligent but 
“unconventional” people of moderate 
means and particularly those who live on 
boats. We might well take a leaf out of their 
book and stop being sour about artiness 
and bohemianism, for the quicker the 
ideas trickle down to those who most 
need realism, the better, and there’s 
nothing “‘ superior ”’ in saying so. 


Here, again, surely an admirable and 
stimulating subject for a research team— 
perhaps that suggested for Storage (fore- 
going section), supplemented ‘by an 
unusually adaptable furniture manufac- 
turer, to keep the division of responsi- 
bilities on the constitutional rails. The 
objects should include dimensional stan- 
dardisation aimed at facilitating and 
simplifying the more architectural plan- 
ning of dwellings. If many commercial 
pieces—notably the sillier selections from 
the ‘‘ Gimcracker Suite”’ of the average 
emporium—were to go by the board, there 
would not be much harm, but considerable 
rough justice, done. And how about more 
skilled advice, and hire-purchase, by 
local authorities with the help of the 
Council of Industrial Design ? 


Power Cables te Avoid Shotover 

At an informal conference in Oxford on 
September 15, arranged by the Oxford" 
Preservation Trust, the British Electricity 
Authority agreed not to run a proposed high 
power cable across Shotover, an attractive 
area near the city. 
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COVENTRY CATHEDRAL : AMENDMENTS TO DESIGN 


URTHER amendments to the design of Coventry 
Cathedral, which should result in closer harmony with 

the surrounding ancient buildings, were announced this 
week by the architect, Mr. Basil Spence, O.B.E., A.R.S.A., 
F.R.I.B.A. There is no alteration in principle, but the 
amendments will probably remove certain aspects of the 
original design which caused some controversy. The zig-zag 
appearance of the main walls has been reduced by making the 
tall windows narrower and widening the space between the 
walls. Three of the chapels have been re-designed, and Mr. 
Spence, in announcing the amendments, said that they resulted 
from impressions he gained when visiting Italy recently. He 


had been greatly impressed by the serenity and peace of the 
Italian churches, and felt that this feeling must be translated 
into terms of Hollington stone which will be used in the new 
building. He thought the amendments were a big improve- 
ment.on the original. The Chapel of Unity has been re- 
designed in the shape of a Crusader’s tent. The Guild 
chapel windows are reduced in size, but increased numerically, 
and the glass from the ruined cathedral will be used in them. 

The amendments have been approved by the Cathedral 
Reconstruction Committee, and now have to be approved by 
the Cathedral Council and the Joint Council for the Christian 
Service Centre. 





though too much emphasis should not be 


~ Chassis “ forming the legs—was capable area near the city. 
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View towards the liturgical west window. 


View towards the altar, showing the Great Tapestry. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


BUILDERS’ FOREMEN & CLERKS 
OF WORKS PENSION FUND 


To the Editor of The Builder. 


IR,—This year I am privileged to be 
chairman at the annual dinner of the 
London Association of Builders’ Foremen 
and Clerks of Works, and it is my pleasing 
duty to launch the appeal on behalf of the 
Association’s pension fund. The Asso- 
ciation makes only one appeal each year in 
support of its pensioners and I would like, 
through the courtesy of your columns, to 
call upon all my friends and associates in 
the industry to take a share in this excellent 
work in the form of a generous subscrip- 
tion. 

During nearly 60 years the Association 
has carried out the task of improving the 
status of the builders’ foremen and clerks 
of works with such success that to-day 
members are accorded recognition every- 
where as an integral part of building 
management. It is, however, still an 
important part of the Association’s func- 
tion to provide for its more needy members 
in their later years. 

The 56th annual dinner of the Associa- 
tion will be held on Wednesday, 
October 29, at the Café Royal, London. 
I am confident that, as usual, the occasion 
will provide an opportunity for the many 
friends and supporters, representing all 
sections of the industry, to foregather for 
an enjoyable evening. 

Donations to the pension fund should be 
forwarded to Mr. T. Cutler, 27, Enners- 
dale-road, Hither Green, S.E.13, from 
whom tickets for the annual dinner may be 
obtained. 


J. IAN RoBeERTSON, President, 
National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers. 
82, New Cavendish-street, W.1. 


OFF WITH BUILDING CONTROLS 
To the Editor of The Builder. 


IR,—Mr. Macdonald has brought out 

some exceedingly interesting points 

on this subject. In broad principle I 
agree with him. 

I do not doubt his figure of 121 archi- 
tects out of work to-day. I am surprised 
that the figure is so small. Does it 
include those who are striving for existence 
from their own homes? I doubt it. 

It seems clear he is right when he 
says unemployment will increase. My 
arithmetic is poor, but if architects 
generally are out of work for a period of 
time I am not unduly tested to conclude 
that the repercussion of more unemploy- 
ment must arise throughout the industry. 

Why are architects not fully employed ? 

I do not suggest that Mr. Macdonald is 
wrong when he points to “controls” as 
being the cause. If, on the one hand, 
some 2,000 London builders are hardly 
doing anything, and on the other archi- 
tects are out of work, such figures bear 
witness that the whole team, architects 
and other professions, and the industry, 
are not “ out of balance.” 

One wonders, does the core of this 
trouble lie in the arrangements for sup- 
plies of raw materials and/or the financial 
restrictive activities of the Government ? 
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Everyone knows that a healthy industry 
producing maximum output can only do 
so through full employment and team 
work in which everyone pulls his weight. 
We see, from the figures presented, that 
both ends of the team are out of work, 
and more seem likely to be so. 

Thank you, Mr. Macdonald, for making 
one point quite clear. It is that the 
architectural and surveying professions 
continue to play an important part in the 
work of this country. It is high time 
that the record we _ repeatedly hear, 
‘* Full Employment,” was played on their 
behalf. Whether the reason for this 
unemployment -in the professions is 
“building controls” or “planning ” 
this is a very serious matter, and for those 
who suffer through lack of work the record 
cannot be played loud enough. 

GorpDon Toma.in, M.I.Struct.E. 

1, Gower-street, W.C.1. 


EXPLOSIVELY ACTUATED 
FASTENING TOOLS 


To the Editor of The Builder. 


a am directed by my Court 
with reference to an article which 

appeared in your newspaper on Septem- 
ber 5 on pages 336 et seq., and in particular 
on page 338, under the paragraph “‘ Safety.” 

Your attention is called to the Gun 
Barrel Proof Acts, 1868 and 1950. By 
the Act of 1868 a small arm is defined 
briefly as a small arm of every description 
adapted for the discharge of projectiles by 
means of any substance or the expansion 
of steam or gas or any other means not 
being merely mechanical and except air 
guns as then manufactured. 

There are excepted from the provisions 
of the Act military barrels the property 
of Her Majesty and barrels adapted for 
the discharge of projectiles of greater 
weight than 1? Ib. or barrels exceeding 
in bore the diameter of 2 in. There are 
also excepted under section 132 barrels 
already proved and so marked by any 
public Proof House established by law in a 
foreign State, the marks of which are 
registered in the Register of Foreign Proof 
Marks under section 129. 

Under sections 108 and 109 a small 
arm may not be sold, exchanged, exported, 
pawned or pledged or attempted or exposed 
for such purposes unless every barrel has 
been duly proved at the Proof House of 
one of the two companies mentioned in 
that Act. 

Section 136 declares that every barrel 
of foreign manufacture imported or found 
in England, whether or not made up into a 
small arm, and not bearing the mark of a 
recognised foreign Proof House, shall be 
deemed to be an unproved barrel of English 
manufacture. 

Under section 122 every person com- 
mitting the offence of selling, exchanging, 
exporting or importing or keeping for any 
of these purposes or attempting to do any 
of these things or exposing the barrel 
for such purpose shall on conviction after 
hearing before the magistrates under the 
Summary Jurisdiction Act be liable to a 
penalty of £20 for each barrel. 

My own company, whose Charter is 
dated 1637, is one of the two companies 
to whom this duty has been delegated by 
the Act, and has its Proof House at 48/50, 
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Commercial-road, London, E.1. The 
sister company, the Guardians of the 
Birmingham Proof House, incorporated 
originally under the Gun ‘Barrel Proof 
Act, 1813, has its Proof House at Banbury- 
street, Birmingham. All arms and barrels 
falling within the Act must be presented 
for proof at one of the two Proof Houses 
and duly proved and marked as proved 
before they are sold, exchanged, imported, 
exported, etc. The maximum statutory 
prices for proof are laid down in the Gun 
Barrel Proof Act, 1950. 

To assist the public, my company, in 
conjunction with the Guardians of the 
Birmingham Proof House, has recently 
published a booklet, entitled ‘‘ Notes on 
the Proof of Gun Barrels,” price 1s. 6d. 
(postage 3d. extra), which may be obtained 
from either of the Proof Houses or from 
most gunmakets. 

Should any of your readers or con- 
tributors wish to have further information, 
this may be obtained on application to 
either of the two Proof Authorities. 

A. C. Munro, 
Clerk to the Gunmakers 
Basildon House, Company. 

7-11, Moorgate, E.C.2. 
MINISTRY COMMITTEE ON 
HOUSE INTERIORS 


To the Editor of The Builder. 


IR,—As you may know, the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government 
and the Secretary of State for Scotland 
have appointed a small committee “to 
consider and report on what action can 
be taken to increase speed and efficiency 
in the construction of house interiors.’ 
The’ Distributors of Builders Supplies 
Joint Council was invited to put forward 
any views or suggestions that it cared to 
submit as relevant to the terms of reference 
of the committee and in this connection 
we enclose, for your information, a copy 
of our letter of September 9, to the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment. Peat, Marwick, MITCHELL 
AND Co., Secretaries, D.B.S.J.C. 

11, Ironmonger-lane, E.C.2. 


COPY 

With further reference to your covering 
letter of July 7 last, this Council has studied 
the circular letter and questionnaire on this 
subject and desires to offer general comment 
on points relating to the distribution of build- 
ing fitments and their relation to the overall 
cost of house construction. 

The true cost of building fitments is not 

necessarily the delivered price at which the 
local authority (or builder working on the 
authority’s instruction) has purchased the 
goods. 
Many local authorities buy on the lowest 
tender without regard to the methods of 
delivery to be adopted by the supplier. The 
only way in which many suppliers can tender 
at very low rates is to avoid the cost of hand- 
ling and warehousing the goods ‘and this is 
accomplished by effecting deliveries direct 
from the works in bulk lots. The following 
are some of the disadvantages of such 
arrangements :— 

(a) There is no guarantee that the goods 
will arrive at the correct time to be accom- 
modated within the planned progress of 
site work. 

(6) Bulk supplies have to be stacked and 
stored until required. 


(Correspondence continued on page 407.) 
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Main frontage to Cambridge-road. 


RICHMOND BRIDGE WORKS, TWICKENHAM 
for Reliance (Nameplates), Ltd. 
LESSLIE K. WATSON, MBE, MA, FRIBA, AMTPI, ARCHITECT 


Goods exit. 
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pe old factory on this site at Cambridge- 

road, Twickenham, was burnt down on 
April 28, 1948, and it took just a year to settle 
the insurance and get the necessary permits for 
rebuilding. Just before work was due to start, 
a long-awaited decision from the Ministry of 
Town and Country Planning arrived which 
ordered the building to be set well back from the 
original frontage line. This made it necessary 
for the architect, already sufficiently harassed, 
to prepare fresh drawings. 


The clients make nameplates, watch dials and 
instruments, and their processes can be easily 
upset by dust and by changes of air, temperature 
and humidity. They also require especially 





Built-in floodlights and lighting for external steps. 
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good natural and artificial lighting, 
and precautions had to be taken to 
prevent another fire. 

At the time when the design was 
being made, a conference on factory 
buildings was held at the R.I.B.A. 
and an article was published in the 
Institute’s journal on the day- 
lighting of factories. One of the 
suggested methods of top-lighting 
was used almost without alteration 
in this building, and it has proved 
very satisfactory. 

The artificial lighting is some- 
times by fluorescent tubes, some- 
times by incandescent lamps and 
sometimes indirect. Good general 
lighting has sufficed for all depart- 
ments except where very close work 
is done, and there the operators 
have their individually adjustable 
lights. In the single-storey part 
the fluorescent lighting is built into 
the false ceiling near the patent 
glazing. Thus the light falls on to 
machines from the same direction 
whether by day or by night. 

Reinforced concrete was used for 
roof principals, purlins, eaves 
brackets and floors. These were all 
precast on the site with the aid of 
vibrating machines. In the interest 
of economy the brick walls were used 
to carry loads wherever possible. 
This meant that the concrete en- 
gineers and the bricklayers had to 
work to an inter-locking time pro- 
gramme which was liable to be 
dislocated by shortages of bricks 
or cement. The machine-made, 
sandfaced, multi-coloured Keymer 
bricks were in much demand and 
there was a cement famine at the 
time. 

As reinforced concrete was used Typical external doorway. Doulting stone jambs and York stone head. 





Toolmakers in the main 

factory. Natural and arti- 

ficial lighting (fluorescent) 

are side by side and there 

are warm-air ducts in 
the ceiling. 
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Boardroom. 


for the roof principals there was no need for the ties 
and struts normally used in steel trusses. This meant 
that the roofs could be kept comparatively low, and yet 
have ample height in the rooms. The sprinkler 
pipes, electric conduits and some other services are 
carried behind the fibreboard ceilings. 

The main factory space is heated by means of 
warmed air carried in ducts in the ceiling and the 
extracts from the etching and spray departments ensure 
a steady circulation of air. In the summer the 
plenum system is used for ventilation. 

The department which makes luminised watch 
dials is equipped with a fully automatic and complete 
system of air conditioning. 











Full use has been made of colour to make the interior 
of the building stimulating yet harmonious, and the 
machines and work benches have been included in 
each colour scheme. The new furniture and fur- 
nishings were bought with the advice of the architect 
and in some cases were designed by him. He also 
designed the gardens and their planting. The exterior 
of the building can be illuminated at night by flood- 
lights, which are incorporated permanently but 
inconspicuously into the layout in front of the building. 

The cost worked out at £2 7s. 2d. a square foot. 

The main contractors were Messrs. Holland & 
Hannen and Cubitts, and following is a list of sub- 
contractors : 


Works director's office. 
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Atlas Sprinkler Co., Ltd., sprinkler 
installation ; Aygee, Ltd., patent glaz- 
ing to roof lights ; Bennie Lifts, Ltd., 
lifts; G. H. W. Cashmore and Co., 
front and back gates; James Couper 
and Co., Ltd., Croydon, metal windows; 
Dean’s Blinds (Putney), Ltd., blinds ; 
Dent and Hellyer (Sanitation), Ltd., 
plumbing work; Eastwoods Special- 
ists, Ltd., false ceilings ; Enfield Stone 
Co., Enfield, concrete steps; E.S.I., 


Ltd., electrical installation; James 
Farquharson and Sons, kitchen equip- 
ment. 


Fisher and Ludlow, Ltd., clothes 
lockers ; Heal’s Contracts, Ltd., cur- 
tains and furniture; Hill Aldam and 
Co., Ltd., sliding doors;  Hbllis 
Brothers, Ltd., Semtex floors and 
hardwood floor; International Paints, 
Ltd., paint; T. H. Kenyon and Sons, 
paintwork and decorating; Korkoid 
Decorative Floors, Korkoid floor cover- 
ing; Lettering Centre, sign over 
entrance ; Loft Ladders, Ltd., Brom- 
ley, Kent, extending ladder; H. B. 
Meldrum, Ltd., gardening work ; Mer- 
chant Adventurers, Ltd., lighting 
fittings ; Metropolitan Water Board, 
water mains. 

Mumford, Bailey and Preston, Ltd., 
heating, ventilating, hot water, air- 
conditioning, and other industrial 
plants; Nettlefold and Moser, Ltd., 
ironmongery ; North Thames Gas 
Board, gas mains; Alfred A. Odoni, 
Ltd., bicyc.e shelters ; Ragusa Asphalte 
Paving Co., Ltd., roof to E. and H. 
building ; Robb’s Cement Glaze, Ltd., 
Rainham, Essex, wall finishes ; 
Starkie Gardner, Ltd., yard gates, 
letter boxes ; L. Whittaker (London), 
Ltd., asbestos roofing and insulating 
quilt ; London Ferro - Concrete, Ltd., 
reinforced concrete columns and beams, 
floors, roof trusses and purlins. 


Waiting room. 





RICHMOND BRIDGE WORKS, 
TWICKENHAM 


Detail of cill in mess room showing coloured tiles. 
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Front elevation. 
Below : Plan. 


HE prototype Riley-Newsum house is known as the 

K4B Type, which is one of the four types designed for 
Canada and built by Messrs. H. Newsum, Sons and Co., 
Ltd., of Lincoln. ‘These four types are a two- and three- 
bedroom house, each with and without a basement. 

The K4B has a floor area of 970 sq. ft. and contains a 
living-room with dining recess, kitchen, bathroom, three 
bedrooms and entrance hall. Provision is made in the 
basement for laundry, storage, and the accommodation of 
the central heating unit. 

The house has been designed by the company’s architects 
specifically to meet Canadian conditions and to attain the 
performance standards prescribed by the Canadian National 
Building Code. 

The house is designed to stand on either a traditional 
Canadian concrete basement or a similar foundation but 
without the basement. ‘These foundation works are con- 
structed by the erection contractors and include the laying 
of floor joists and the sub-floor. 

All panels are on a 3 ft. 4 in. module. The external wall 
panels are 8 ft. high by 3 ft. 4 in. wide, stud framed 
and clad externally with 1 in. V-jointed vertical weather- 
boards, behind which is a layer of breather paper, gypsum 
plasterboard sheathing, air space, 2 in. of glass wool 
insulation, a waterproof paper vapour barrier and, finally, 











Window 


the internal lining of a 3 in. gypsum plasterboard. 
panels have a vertical sash and frame window built in. 
These windows are factory-glazed and have “‘ Unique” 
sash balances fitted. Storm sashes and fly screens are 
provided for each window. The internal wall panels are 
8 ft. high by 3 ft. 4 in. wide, stud-framed and clad both 


sides with 3 in. plasterboard. Openings are provided for 
heating registers where necessary, and draw wires are 
incorporated for installing the electric wiring. Door panels 
have a door frame built-in and a flush plywood door fitted 
to the opening. 

The roof has folding roof trusses at 3 ft. 4 in. centres, 
and these are located in notches cut in the continuous wall- 
plate fixed to the top of the external wall panels. Wind 
braces and purlins are precut and machined, the purlins 
being fixed to purlin blocks fixed on the trusses. Ceiling 
joists are similarly precut and are located by and fixed 
into notched fillets glued and nailed to the bottom chords 
of the trusses. Ceiling boards of 3 in. plasterboard are 
fixed to the ceiling joists. A 3 in. glass wool quilt is laid 
over the ceiling between the joists and a layer of waterproof 
paper fixed behind the ceiling boards. The roof sheets 
are 22 gauge Rigidal mansard sheets, supplied by The 
British Aluminium Company. These are fixed over a 
layer of heavy building paper sarking, and all joints are 
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The Canadian House, 
two hours after commence- 
ment of erection. 


sealed with a mastic strip. The fascia boards are shaped 
to fit the rolls of the roof sheets, thus ensuring that all snow 
is adequately excluded, and a close-fitting sealed ridge 
capping is provided which has been specially designed and 
manufactured for the Canadian houses by the Paragon 
Sheet Metal Co. 

The house is completely equipped with cupboards and 
closets. The kitchen cupboards are on a generous scale 
and are shipped knocked down and assembled during 
erection. The bedroom closets are constructed from 
internal wall panels. All internal trim, such as skirting, 
etc., is supplied machined and cut to suitable lengths. All 
joinery is primed on exposed faces with a lead-based paint. 


The house is fully equipped with all necessary hardware 
and fittings supplied by Parker, Winder and Achurch, 
and all screws, nails, etc., needed for the erection are 
supplied in an erection kit. 

The plumbing installation is supplied by Samuel Gratrix 
and Co., Ltd., and is designed to conform to Canadian 
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regulations and standards. All copper tubes are precut, 
bent and prepared for compression jointing. Experience 
has shown that plumbing designed on this principle can 
be assembled in eight man-hours. Baths, sinks, showers, 
lavatory basins, and w.c. suites are supplied, and all traps, 
wastes, taps, etc., are included in the plumbing kit. 
Erection of the house should not take more than 500 
man-hours for all operations. The wall panels are erected 
first and are fixed to the sub-floor. A continuous wall- 
plate fixes the tops of the panels. The gable panels and 
roof tiusses are next placed in position, followed by the 
roof timbers and aluminium sheets, whereupon the struc- 
ture is completely closed in. This stage of erection, it is 
claimed, can be done in one day, which allows interior work 
to be carried on even in bad weather. The ceiling is next 
fixed, followed by the internal partitions. The plumbing 
may now be installed, and the electric wiring fixed. The 
cupboards are next assembled and fixed in position; after 
this the internal trim is fixed and the house is then ready for 
the decorators and final completion. 


Living-room. 
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CHURCH ROOFING MATERIALS 
3.—PITCHED ROOFS (b) SHINGLES 


The technical report on Shingles, which 
ollows, is the second part (b) of a report 
‘on roofing materials for pitched roofs, of 


which part (a), Thatch, was printed in our 
issi ugust 29. Other sections of this 
and (d) Slates—will 

appear in future issues. Reports on Lead 
uly 18) and Copper (August 15) have 


HISTORICAL 


7 use of shingles as a roof covering 

dates back to a very early period. 
Shingles were widely used, from the time of 
the Roman occupation up to the thirteenth 
century, for all types of roofing. It 
was the gradual disappearance of the oak 
forest which brought about their sub- 
stitution by split stone slates. Split 
oak shingles were used for roofing by the 
Romans, and there is evidence of this in 
their settlements at London, Bath and 
elsewhere. The Romans shaped these 
shingles as hexagons or ovals. The 
Saxons and Normans employed split oak 
tiles on many buildings, and there are 
many other examples of their use up to 
Tudor times. 


The splitting of oak shingles was an 
important occupation in the areas where 
oak forests existed, but with the dis- 
appearance of these forests, there was a 
decrease in the replacements for this 
craft. It was mecessary to use straight, 
close grained oak for shingles. The 
average size was 12 in. by 4in. The craft 
of shingling had last call upon the national 
supply of oak and, as the shortage 
increased, was the first to suffer and so 
become almost obsolete. 


When the movement to the New World 
took place, the settlers carried with them 


based on split oak shingles, which the 
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of timber revived and 
It was soon realised that the 


use of cedar had many advantages over . 


that of oak. It did not twist and had 
many other properties, such as the extreme 
closeness of grain, together with basic 
qualities which proved more enduring 
and had more protective values than oak. 
It was first used in very large tiles which 
were subsequently replaced by smaller- 
sized shingles. 


AESTHETIC CONSIDERATIONS 


Oak shingles used on a roof provide 
colour and texture of great beauty and 
quality. There is a tendency for this 
form of roofing to twist which, in its 
initial stages, gives a fine sense of texture 
although later it becomes less advan- 
tageous from a utilitarian point of view. 
Split oak shingles survive now only in 
the south-eastern counties on church 
spires and structures such as lychgates. 


The imported cedar shingles mostly 
used in domestic work to-day have, 
when new, a red appearance; this is 
lost after about nine months when ex- 
posed to the elements. They then be- 
come a very pleasing silver-grey in colour 
which may be suited to almost any type 
of building. 

Cedar shingles have a _ mechanical 
appearance which may make oak shingles 
preferable for ecclesiastical work; this 
appearance may be relieved, however, by 
judicious handling and by varying the 
horizontal vertical jointing. The practice of 
staining shingles is not to be recommended. 


SUITABILITY 


Shingle roofs are suitable for all roofs 
from a pitch of 20 deg. upwards. Be- 
tween 20 deg. and 30 deg. a 3#-in. expos- 
ure or gauge should be used which gives 
a cover of four thicknesses of shingles. 
Roofs of extremely high pitch should 
have a gauge of 54 to 6 in. Shingles 


thro’ Va lley 


SHINGLE 


Allernative 


405 


are not as inflammable as commonly 
believed. First-class cedar shingles have 
stood tests against fire which are very 
much in their favour. The risk of fire 
as a result of sparks dropping from above 
is practically negligible. The majority 
of fires which have burned a shingle roof 
have been found to originate from the 
interior of the building, and the result 
to the roof would have been the same 
whatever form of roofing had been used. 
Oak shingles were considered a safe 
form of roofing in the days when fire was 
an ever-present fear in England. Shingle 
roofs were allowed in London long after 
thatch roofs were forbidden in 1212. 


The greatest disadvantage of using 
shingles is their limited life compared 
with tiles and slates. A good oak shingle 
should last about 50 years while a cedar 
shingle will last approximately 60 years 
or more. This may vary even more 
according to their situation on the build- 
ing; where exposed to the sun and 
prevailing wind and rain, their life will be 
less than on a more protected face. How- 
ever, cedar shingles have stood against 
hurricanes and extremely severe weather 
in America. Roofs have been lifted as a 
whole because the shingles lie flat and 
close together, due to the method of 
nailing. 

DURABILITY 

Because of the method of fixing, 
shingles need no repair from slipping, and 
they have the advantage that they may be 
walked on without being broken. They 
may be a suitable substitute for heavier 
roofing materials where it is felt that an 
old roof is no longer fit to carry them. 
Furthermore, owing to their adaptability, 
they can be used to replace thatch where 
no other material would be suitable. 
When an oak shingled roof is to be 
renewed, the shingles must be most care- 
fully selected and should be given the 
opportunity to weather, preferably through- 
out the winter months. If laid out to 
exposure during this time, those that 
twist should be discarded ; it will never 
be possible to straighten them without 
splitting them. 
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ROOF CONSTRUCTION 


Because of the extreme lightness of the 
finished roof where shingles are employed, 
the size of the roof timbers may be 
decreased and their spacing increased. 
The size of these timbers varies with the 
type of roof and the size of the battens 
depends on the spacing of these timbers. 
The greater the space the stiffer must be 
the batten, or there will be too much 
spring for nailing. 


METHODS OF FIXING 


Each shingle is fixed by two nails 
1} in. above the exposure line. The nails 
from the next course of shingles also pass 
through it, and those from the one above 
that just miss it so in effect it is held down 
by six nails. 


There is no necessity to bore the cedar 
shingle before nailing but care should be 
taken to have a gap of approximately 
4 to } in. vertically between them, prior 
to nailing. Oak shingles should have 
holes made with a hot iron, the charred 
edge reducing the risk of attack to the 
nail from acid in the oak. Oak shingles 
were also fixed with oak pegs. 


The best gauge for cedar shingles at 
30 deg. pitch is 5in. Oak shingles should 
not be laid to a pitch of less than 45 deg. 
Because of the expected life of the shingle, 
a copper nail should invariably be used. 
Cedar shingles may be laid wet to allow 
for full swelling, but this is less important 
if vertical gaps are left, as described above. 


DETAILS OF DESIGN 


Ridges—Two battens should be fixed 
on either side to provide a fixing for the 
ridge shingles. ‘The ridge board should 
not project above the tops of these battens. 


Ridges and hips can be capped with 
copper or ridge tiles or, in the case of 
cedar, with the shingles themselves. 


In traditional English practice, ridges 


were covered with V-shaped lengths of 
solid oak which were fixed to the ridge. 
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This fixing should be 
made with a brass screw. 
Hips.—These should be 
treated in- a. similar 
manner, the battens being 
mitred over the rafters. 


VALLEYS 


These are formed in a 
similar manner to that 
adopted for ordinary 
tiling, either swept, 
mitred or with the use of 
metal flashings. 


INSULATION 


The heat insulation 
provided by a_ shingle 
covered roof is consider- 
ably better than a clay 
tile; 1 in. of cedar wood 
has the same insulation 
value as 7} in. of clay tile. 

Cedar shingles lie close 
to each other and prevent 
tiie escape of the warmth 
from the building. Close 
boarding and felt is, 
therefore, superfluous and is definitely 
detrimental, as it makes the circulation 
of air to the underside of the shingles 
impossible and condensation will rot the 
timber. 
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OBITUARY 
WILLIAM F. LAMB 


We regret to record the death of Mr. 
William F. Lamb, the American architect, 
which occurred in New York on Sep- 
tember 8. Mr. Lamb was one of the 
partners in the firm of Shreve, Lamb and 
Harmon, of New York, who were respon- 
sible for the design of the Empire State 
Building. 

William Frederick Lamb was born at 
Brooklyn, on November 21, 1883, and 
received his professional training at the 
College of Architecture in Columbia 
University. Later he studied in Paris 
at the Atelier Deglane and was awarded 
the French Government’s diploma in 
architecture in 1911. 


Many of the tall buildings which make 
the skyline of New York so memorable 
were his in conception, though the detailed 
planning was necessarily a piece of team- 
work by him and his partners. 


Mr. Lamb was co-ordinator of design 
for the New York World’s Fair in 1939. 


L: R. FORD, F.R.I.B.A. 


We regret to record the death on Sep- 
tember 12 of Mr. Lawton Robert Ford, 
F.R.I.B.A., of Mascalls, Broadchalke, 
Wilts. He was in his 91st year. Mr. 
Ford was elected an associate of the 
R.I.B.A. in 1896 and became a fellow in 
1926. He was at one time district sur- 
veyor for Marylebone. 


DAVID H. ROBERTS, L.R.I.B.A. 


We report with regret the death of Mr. 
David H. Roberts, L.R.I.B.A., of Caer- 
narvon, who, until his retirement in March, 
had been architect to the Gwyrfai Rural 
District Council for 18 years. He was 65. 
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CORONATION COLOURS 


BRITISH COLOUR COUNCIL’S 
THREE RANGES 


(THE British Colour Council has 

announced that ranges of Coronation 
colours are now available in three different 
materials for the guidance of manufacturers, 
local authorities and all those concerned 
with preparations for Coronation festivities. 
They are: Bunting colours, on bunting 
material; Coronation colours, printed on 
paper; and British traditional colours, on 
petersham ribbon. They include traditiona} 
colours comprising the colours of the Union 
Jack, heraldic colours, tartan colours and 
colours of the Most Noble Orders of 
Knighthood, reproduced from _ original 
records and authenticated by the Admiraity, 
the War Office, the College of Heralds and 
the Central Chancery of the Orders of 
Knighthood. 


Bunting colours on _ bunting material. 
These have been selected to create a cheer- 
ful, festive atmosphere. This range includes 
the following traditional colours: Bunting 
yellow, bunting azure, larkspur (hera!dic 
azure), Union Jack blue, purple, navy, white, 
Union Jack red, poppy (heraldic gules) and 
spectrum green. 


Four “ New Age” colours accompany this. 
tange of traditional colours: Amaranth 
crimson, buttercup, marigold and vivid blue. 
The last named, a modern colour, is most 
valuable for producing vibrant colour 
schemes if properly related to others and is 
shown on spun rayon fabric which has good 
draping qualities. 

In putting forward this range the British 
Colour Council does not intend to dogmatise 
on the subject of decoration, but gives 2 
range of colours from which can be pro- 
duced colour schemes for Coronation festivi- 
ties and which will be interpreted by cities, 
towns and villages ‘according to their tradi- 
tions and local associations. 


Coronation colours printed on paper. 
These are for decoration, advertising, 
packaging and display. There are 28 col- 
ours in this range. They include the bunt- 
ing colours, lighter tones of these colours 
and two greys. They have been prepared to 
meet the requirements of those industries 
for which strong colours alone do not give 
a wide enough range. 


British traditional colours on petersham 
ribbon. These include:—Colours of the 
Union Jack: Union Jack red, Union Jack 
white and Union Jack blue. 


The Most Noble Orders of Knighthood: 
The Most Noble Order of the Garter, the 
Most Ancient and Most Noble Order of the 
Thistle, the Most Illustrious Order of Saint 
Patrick and the Most Honaurable Order of 
the Bath. 


Heraldic colours: Or, gules, azure, pur- 
pure, argent, vert, tenne and murrey. 

Tartan colours: Tartan yellow, tartan scar- 
let. tartan clear blue, tartan green, tartan 
light blue, tartan Stewart blue. tartan brown 
and tartan blue. 

The British Colour Council stresses the 
importance of each industry making its own 
selection, taking into account possible tech- 
nical difficulties and also sales appeal. 

Although it is possible that some of these 
colours will be featured’ as fashion colours. 














they are not issued as such. Any special 
fashion colours for Coronation year will! b 
announced as soon as any decision i 
reached. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Continued from page 396.) 


(c) They have to be unstacked when 
requi 

(d) There is frequently a high damage 
rate with such items as baths, basins, 
closets and tiled fireplaces. Such items 
are readily damaged by frost as well as by 
inexperienced handling. 


(e) Time is lost by the need to co- 
ordinate these stores with their essential 
fitments — taps, wastes, firegrate parts, 
etc.—which wil arrive from different works 
at a different time from the main bulk 
supply. 

(f) Severe losses due to pilferage from 
site sometimes occur. (On one large 
housing estate in Birmingham it is not 
possible to install the outside w.c. until the 
tenants are in occupation, otherwise the 
fitted components disappear.) 

As a result of these factors certain trades 
are temporarily held up until supplies are 
completed and in many cases the trades 
which follow are similarly delayed, e.g., 
plumber unable to complete fixing of a bath 

holds up painters or alternatively the latter 
pie to return to the bathroom later to 
* make good.” 

In many cases in order to prevent delay 
with the fixing of the goods the contractor 
buys a small supply locally, with the result 
that a portion of the main supply has to be 
regarded as surplus after it is delivered. 

Unless strict stock control on site is exer- 
cised such surpluses do not become evident 
until the contract is practically completed, 
by which time the surplus goods are possibly 
damaged or pilfered. 

The costs arising from all these factors are 
far higher than the extra that would need to be 
paid against original tenders, called for upon 
a basis of ‘* goods to be delivered ex merchants 
warehouse in quantities as required and at 
the time to be specified by the contractor.” 
Quite apart from increasing the site costs 
of the builder for the reasons detailed above, 
there is the serious effect of tying up the 
builder’s finances. In other words where 
bulk supply methods are adopted the builders 
are faced with paying for a lot of goods they 
do not require immediately and possibly 
having insufficient finance available to buy 
other goods required urgently. 

Bulk deliveries in any form tend to freeze 
available supplies on one site or into one 
area. The stocks of an established stock- 
holding merchant are fluid and are available 
to anyone at short notice for delivery by motor 
transport right to the erection point. . The 
progress planning of house building is subject 
to weather conditions and other variable 
factors, and it is therefore necessary if ‘‘ wait- 
ing time” on site is to be avoided that it 
should be made possible for the contractors 
to take full advantage of these facilities. 

It would be of considerable assistance to 
distributors of plumbing supplies and materi- 
ally assist in the free flow of materials to site, 
if there could be more uniformity in regard 
to the requirements of various water under- 
takings. Under present conditions it is 
necessary for plumbers’ merchants to stock 
taps, w.c. cisterns and other water fittings 
of varying types, each of which has to be 
stamped with the testing stamp of the various 
water authorities in the area covered by the 
merchant. 

This increases the amount of stock required 
to be carried and seriously reduces the flexi- 
bility. of the stock. Moreover, additional 
costs are involved in transporting the goods 
from works or merchant’s warehouse to the 
various testing stations and then back either 
to warehouse or site and in addition to this, 
testing fees are charged by the authorities. 
The increased costs of distribution which 
must follow from these arrangements are 
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inevitably passed on and reflect in the ultimate 
cost of house building. It should surely be 
possible for a national scheme to be worked 
out whereby all the fittings could be tested 
at manufacturers’ own works by periodic 
visits of inspectors working under the super- 
vision of an approved central authority or in 
conjunction with a body such as the British. 
Waterworks Association. 
We are instructed to say that nothing that 
is stated above is of a confidential nature. 
(Signed) Peat, Marwick, MITCHELL 
AND Co., Secretaries, D.B.S.J.C. 


ST. GILES’S CHURCH, 
CRIPPLEGATE 


To the Editor of The Builder. 


S® ,—Had the architects been the 

authors of the subject matter on the 
restoration of this church (described in 
The Builder of September 5), a correction 
would not have been necessary. 

The measures taken to support parts 
of the damaged arcade were those of the 
late Colonel Hammond, who was the 
surveyor particularly concerned at the 
time. ALFRED E. MayHEw, 

Formerly, District Surveyor, 
City of London. 
25, Haycroft-gardens, N.W.10. 


*,* The statement in our article is correct. The 
measures described were taken by late Col. 
Hammond on the advice of Mr. W. Godfrey Allen, 
F.R.1.B.A—Eb., 


To the Editor of The Builder. 


ae ,»—On page 323 of your issue of 
September 5, in referring to the 
copper roof which has been put on the 
restored St. Giles’s Church, Cripplegate, 
the following statement appears : 

The whole structure is covered with 
diagonal pine boarding, which insulates 
the copper roofing from the oak so as 
to prevent any chemical action taking 
place which might destroy the copper. 
This implies that copper laid on oak 

is likely to suffer from direct contact with 
the timber. We would like to point out 
that there are many instances where 
copper has been laid in such a manner, 
without any ill-effects arising to either 
the metal or the timber, and we shall be 
pleased if you will kindly bring this 
matter to the notice of your readers. 
E. Carr, Building Engineer, 
Copper Development Association. 
Kendals Hall, Radlett, Herts. 


PAINT-WORK SPECIFICATION 
To the Editor of The Builder. 


IR,—It is usual in specifications of 
local authorities to quote B.S.S. or 
to suggest specific makers; it therefore 
follows that if work is carried out exactly 
as specified, the onus is upon the engineer 
or the architect in consultation with the 
makers. It is within the province of the 
contractor, if the clerk of works cannot 
be satisfied, to ask the Borough Engineer 
to adjudicate, but much will depend upon 
the terms of the contract. In passing, 
if a red lead primer and the usual under- 
coat and finish be used, one will not 
get all that is necessary to make a good 
solid job; particularly when white lead 
is not used entirely, but if a pure white- 
lead primer with no red lead added is 
employed, a good result can be had, 
providing the materials are supplied by 
a reputable firm. G. W. Harris. 
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TWO EXHIBITIONS 


WORK OF THE ARTS COUNCIL 
AND THE ROYAL COLLEGE 
OF ART 


[FRoM A CORRESPONDENT] 


| is easy to undervalue the direct bearing 
of industrial design, and even the 
handicrafts, on the more humdrum and 
unzsthetic aspects of architecture and 
building that occupy most of us to-day. 


Two exhibitions now on in London are 
well worth a visit from even the busiest 
of us. They are interestingly contrasted, 
but complementary. One is that of 
“Modern British Pottery and Textiles, 
1920-52,” by artist-craftsmen, arranged 
by the Arts Council in co-operation with 
Dartington Hall, at the New Burlington 
Galleries (open until October 8), and the 
other that of the Royal College of Art at 
Liberty’s (open until September 20). 


THE ARTS COUNCIL 


The artist-craftsman (like ‘‘ industrial 
designer,” not an entirely satisfactory 
description) has a very definite place in 
modern society, not only in his, or her, 
own right but as an essential ‘ yard- 
stick’ against whose work it is prudent 
and enlightening to measure the more 
mass-produced type of industrial design 
from time to time—making, of course, due 
allowances in each case. 

The Arts Council show well exempli- 
fies this. The quality of materials and 
craftsmanship is a refreshing reminder 
of certain national assets we are busily 
neglecting but which may prove sur- 
prisingly valuable in terms of export’ 
marketability—like British ballet. 

With handicrafts and the “ flavour” 
they naturally produce one has to remem- 
ber always that the modern eye is pro- 
gressively vitiated by too much neon and 
poster - colour, and the subtleties - of 

‘natural’? colour and texture in glazes 
and dyes tend at first glance to an all- 
over drabness seen in the mass. Most of 
us have had the chastening experience of 
finding during a long enough sojourn in 
the country that the eye needs to be. 
purged of town associations before the 
half-forgotten beauties of rocks, trees, 
grass, heather and water can be fully . 
perceived. It is then that the work of 
the master-craftsman comes into its own 
—it is not for cities and makes little 
allowance for the effects, for instance, of 
the general “khaki” quality of. city 
light and climate as do more strident 
colours and shapes. 

The ‘“‘Old Masters” (no disrespect) 
like Leach, Staite Murray, Michael Car- 
dew, and Ethel Mairet, and others, are 
well represented, but the younger genera- . 
tion may find the work of, for instance, 
Lucie Rie, William Gordon and Hans 
Coper more to their taste in suggesting 
an awareness of what is going on in other 
fields of contemporary design. This show 
is, of course, of ‘“‘ connoisseurs’ pieces,” 
and it is important also to remember its 
purpose as a retrospective survey. 


ROYAL COLLEGE OF ART 


By contrast, the R.C.A. exhibition is 
almost knowingly aware of what is 
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fashionably afoot—and this is by no means 
meant unkindly. It is not easy to write 
about any school exhibition without 
seeming either hypercritical or, at the 
other extreme, patronising. If this note 
seems to incline towards the former, it is a 
back-handed compliment to the College’s 
courage in showing students’ work (furni- 
‘ture, glass, ceramics, fabrics, silver and 
costume jewellery) in its context of a 
West-End shop, where it at least holds its 
own, and asks no punch-pulling. 


We have come to expect great things 
of the R.C.A., and the very calibre of the 
big guns which covered its reform under 
new management makes the advance of its 
student infantry during the succeeding 
lull seem at times barely perceptible by 
contrast. 


But it is a consolidated advance, and 
the direction is sure; and if all the 
exhibits cannot properly be classed as 
industrial design, as described on one of 
the posters, in the sense of being entirely 
suitable for quantity production, clearly 
the type of training is the right approach 
to that end ; the means are bound to take 
time to define and implement. 


All the work is of a high level, even as 
compared with that of provincial colleges 
and schools having the advantage of 
proximity to the centres of those industries 
they serve. But, unless deliberately 
selected so as not to alienate or shock, it is 
curiously subdued and “‘ house-trained ” 
for that of a generation and type in whom 
some roughnesses and ebullience might 
seem natural and stimulating. The Col- 
lege is, of course, post-graduate, and 
should perhaps reflect accurately rather 
than try to lead current trends. The 
policy seems justified by the fact that it 
has made manufacturers reach for their 
cheque-books as well as sit up, judged. by 
the “SOLD ”’ labels on several exhibits. 


If the R.C.A. show does seem a little 
reminiscent of what is already in the 
“better”? shops which have a shrewd 
eye to whatever Continental country or 
cliché is currently fashionable, this does 
credit to the shops rather than discredit 
to the College. But the result is such 
surprising rectitude that one is reminded 
of nice children on their best behaviour 
for a nursery inspection. One hopes they 
will be themselves—and their age—when 
the door closes, and some resounding 
’ experimental crashes be heard. Cer- 
tainly, it is preferable to the horrors of 
“uninhibited” upbringing, and _ this 
may have been intended. 


Professor Darwin is believed once to 
have said, in effect, that the need is to 
keep young designers’ feet on the ground 
and their heads in (or was it above ?) 
the clouds at the same time. The effect 
of this attenuating process may perhaps be 
some over-caution about where the young 
designer is putting his foot, but it is 
wise in view of the apparent squeamishness 
of his future clients in industry. 


We look forward to a lengthening stride 
when the R.C.A. finds its feet. Meantime, 
the show is well up to standard and it 
would be impatient as well as ungracious 
to ask more yet. 
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COMMONWEALTH _ 
FORESTRY CONFERENCE 
Britain’s Forest Policy 


JN common with other countries repre- 
sented at the Sixth Commonwealth 
Forestry Conference, which opened in 
Canada on August 11 and continued until 
September 13, Great Britain presented a 
statement to the conference which described 
domestic forest policy and progress. 

The statement includes five chapters— 
Forestry and Forest Industry in the 
Economic Structure of Great Britain during 
1946-50; Post-War Forest Policy and Man- 
agement; Exploitation; Organisation of 
Research and Education; and Staff and 
Labour of the Forests. 

The statement records that “the area of 
woodlands in Great Britain is now more 
accurately known than at any stage in our 
history,” this being the outcome of the 
recent Census of Woodlands. The total area 
of woodlands at the end of 1950 was com- 
puted to be 5,792 square miles, occupying 
6.6 per cent. of the total land surface. State 
forests covered 1,180 square miles and 
private forests 4,612 square miles. 

In referring to the volume of standing 
timber and increment in British woodlands 
in 1950, it is pointed out that partly owing 
to the shortage of timber and the restriction 
of felling in the woodlands, hedgerow trees 
are being extensively utilised. Most of these 
trees are over 100 years old and many are 
beginning. to decay or suffer from disease— 
notably the elms. In 1950 hedgerow trees 
and woods up to one acre made up no less 
than 833 million cubic feet* (30 per cent.) 
of the total of nearly 2,784 cubic feet of 
hardwoods in the country. In the same year 
they formed 27 per cent. of the entire hard- 
wood volume which was licensed for felling. 
Standing Timber 

The total volume of standing timber in 
Britain in 1950 was estimated at 4,200 
million cubic feet, of which 1,417 million 
were softwoods and 2,784 million were hard- 
woods. The gross annual increment was 
estimated at 130.88 million cubic feet. 
Annual losses, due mainly to natural causes, 
were put at 10.86 million cubic feet. 

The net annual increment of softwoods 
in 1950 appeared to exceed consumption by 
44 million cubic feet. This may have been 
accounted for partly by the drastic reduc- 
tions in recent years in the amount of 
softwood licensed for felling and partly by 
the fact that there is a large area of im- 
mature coniferous stands (mainly as the 
result of afforestation by the Forestry 
Commission) which are putting on increment 
at a high rate but are too small to be 
utilisable, apart from thinnings. 

Consumption of hardwood appeared to 
have exceeded increment by over 13 million 
cubic feet. In considering this it must be 
realised that consumption in 1950 related 
in the main to timber licensed for felling 
in the previous year or years, when the 
quota stood at a higher level than in 1950. 

Regarding output, the statement points 
out that fellings in British woodlands have 
been substantially reduced through the 
system of control, felling being confined as 
far as practicable to over-mature or poor 
quality stands, while thriving immature 
plantations have been conserved. The out- 
put of home-grown wood, which in 1943 
had attained its peak of 333 million cubic 





* All volumes in the statement are in true measure 
under bark. 
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feet had by 1945 fallen to 224 million 
cubic feet. By 1950 this had dropped to 
89 million cubic feet, excluding firewood 
and charcoal wood. 

“One notable feature of post-war pro- 
duction,” says the statement, “ is the increase 
in volume, and in importance, of the material 
derived from the silvicultural thinning of 
plantations. In State forests, between 1946 
and 1950, the area of plantations thinned 
amounted to 116,000 acres, estimated to 
have yielded some 29 million cubic feet.” 
The out-turn in 1950 from private woods 
in respect of which the State subsidy was 
claimed, is estimated to have exceeded seven 
million cubic feet. 

The statement refers in some detail to 
trends in timber imports from 1946-50 and 
points out that in 1950 the home consump- 
tion of wood and wood products amounted 
to 787 million cubic feet of wood, including 
firewood and charcoal wood; of this amount 
684 million cubi¢ feet were imported and 
the balance came from home forests. 

Some interesting details about the coun- 
try’s capacity for converting timber are 
included in the statement. In 1950 the 
number of sawmills mainly dependent on 
home-grown timber for their raw material 
was 1,435. The consumption of home-grown 
roundwood by these mills in 1950 was 77 
million cubic feet. 

Of forest research in Britain, it is re- 
corded that there has been considerable 
expansion in recent years. The extent of this 
is shown by the gross annual expenditure, 
which rose from £33,911 in 1946 to £129,938 
in 1950. 

Forestry Courses 

Two further courses, each of one week’s 
duration, .for landowners and agents are 
being arranged by the Forestry Commission. 
The first is to take place from October 13 
to 18, and the second from November 24 
to 29. They are to be held at Northerwood 
House, in the New Forest, and the main 
subjects will cover utilisation of timber and 
sales; thinning of plantations; treatment of 
hardwoods and coppice areas; and the pre- 
paration of working plans. 

Landowners and agents wishing to attend 
one of the courses should communicate 
without delay with the Chief Education 
Officer, Forestry Commission, 25, Savile- 
row, London, W.1. 


DESIGN OF LAMP POSTS 


Committee Appointed by C.O.LD. 


AT the invitation of the Ministry of 
Transport, the Council of Industrial Design 
has assumed responsibility for maintaining 
a list of approved designs of street-lighting 
columns available for consultation by local 
authorities and other interested organisations. 

The Council has appointed a committee 
to approve designs submitted by manufac- 
turers, consisting of the following: Dr. W. J. 
Warboys, B.Sc., Messrs. G. Grime, O.B.E., 
F.Inst.P., Herbert J. Manzoni, C.B.E., J. M. 
Richards, A.R.I.B.A.. F. R. S. Yorke, 
F.R.I.B.A., Gordon Russell, C.B.E., Alister 
Maynard, M.B.E., M. Hartland Thomas, 
O.B.E., F.R.1.B.A., J. M. Benoy, C.B.E., 
George Williams, M.S.I.A. 

The committee’s main object is to improve 
the day-time appearance of: lamp posts, but 
it hopes at the same time to have a good 
influence upon the functional aspects. It 
therefore works with the Ministry of Trans- 
port, the Road Research Laboratory, the 
Association of Public Lighting Engineers 
and the British Standards Institution. 
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Problems of ‘ Overspill’’ Population 


RECONCILING THE NEED FOR SPEED IN BUILDING 
WITH GOOD PLANNING PRINCIPLES 


T= broad question of the location 
of development to meet the needs of 
“overspill”’ population in relation to 
the main ‘urban centres from which it will 
come formed the theme of a paper on 
‘“Problems of ‘ Overspill’ Population ” 
given on September 18 by Mr. D. W. 
RiLEY, A.M.T.P.L., M.1I.Mun.E., 
A.M.I.Struct.E., County Planning Officer, 
Staffordshire, the opening day of the 
21st annual conference of the Institute of 
Housing, at Margate, and from which 
we take the following extracts. Many 
towns had such a problem, the speaker 
said, but it was mainly concentrated in the 
big conurbations such as London, South 
Wales, the West Midlands, South Lan- 
cashire, etc. In Staffordshire, to which 
county he proposed to make special 
reference, the potential overspill amounted 
to 170,000. Mr. Riley continued : 


The scope and nature of the “ over- 
spill” problem has gradually become 
clear ; and the lines on which it is desir- 
able that development should take place 
have also been generally agreed. The 
difficulty is to find some appropriate 
means of accommodating the “ overspill ” 
with reasonable speed and in harmony 
with the Development Plans. Various 
methods for dealing with this have been 
proposed, and tried. ‘These include: 


(a) Peripheral spread into the sur- 
rounding country of the urban areas 
from which the “‘ overspill’’ comes ; 


(b) the development by the over- 
crowded authority of housing estates 
further afield ; 


(c) the development of new towns 
under the New Towns Act of 1946; 
and 


(d) the expansion of existing smaller 
towns by the local authorities for the 
area with or without assistance from the 
county council or the Government. 


(a) Peripheral Spread. Peripheral spread 
can make only a small contribution to the 
solution as it must necessarily be confined 
within the limits defined by the green 
belts around the large urban areas. The 
population which is accommodated in this 
way could perhaps be regarded as not 
coming strictly within the definition of 
“overspill” since it would not be beyond 
the physical limit imposed by the green 
belt but only beyond the artificial limit 
of the local authority’s boundary. 

(b) Development by “ Overspilling”’ 
Authority. Estate development by a large 
urban authority with an “‘ overspill ” 
problem on land beyond its boundaries 
has been carried out to a very large extent 
by the London County Council, and to a 
lesser extent by other authorities. The 
urgency of the need for housing has made 
it necessary to adopt this expedient, 
although it has not generally been regarded 
as entirely satisfactory. The creation of 
large blocks of housing owned by an 
authority other than the one for the area 
in which they are situated, and occupied 


by persons whose main interest is with: 


the larger authority, has not seemed to be 
the best way of building up satisfactory 
communities, and this method of meeting 
the “‘ overspill”’? problem is now on the 
wane. 


THE NEW TOWNS 


(c) New Towns Act, 1946. A more 
fundamental approach was provided for 
in the New Towns Act, 1946. This 
followed on the major reports already 
referred to, and particularly on the report 
for the Greater London Area prepared by 
Sir Patrick Abercrombie. Under this Act 
development corporations have been set 
up charged with the duty of developing 
a new town either on an entirely new site 
or on a site already partially developed. 
For this purpose they are given wide 
powers and financial backing by the Gov- 
ernment. It is unfortunate that the 
corporations so far established have had 
to operate in a time of great economic 
difficulty, with the result that their original 
programmes have had to be _ severely 
curtailed. However, they are now making 
steady progress. 


The new towns in England and Wales 
already started when completed will 
have a total population of over half a 
million. It is understood that two others 
are contemplated in Lancashire and 
Cheshire. ‘They are a most interesting 
experiment, and when they are completed 
they will have made a major contribution 
towards the solution of the problem. 
They present some difficulties in adminis- 
tration in relation to democratic control 
which have not yet been fully worked out, 
and for many reasons it seems likely that 
the solution of the remaining “ overspill ”’ 
problem may be sought on other lines. 

(d) Expansion of Existing Towns. The 
expansion of smaller towns presents 
interesting possibilities. Many of these 
smaller towns have difficulties which are 
in some ways the opposite and the com- 
plement of those of the congested larger 
centres. The larger towns have more 
population than they can accommodate 
within their boundaries, and economic 
and social problems arising from con- 
gestions which can only be relieved by a 
reduction of population in their more 
overcrowded sections. Many of the 
smaller towns, on the other hand, have 
populations, and consequent resources, 
too small to provide a basis for the full 
range of urban services now considered 
to be desirable. They tend, therefore, to 
be unattractive to people desiring a full 
urban life and, in consequence, are unable 
to play their proper part in the life of the 
country and particularly in the life of the 
countryside. There has thus been a 
tendency for populations to move from 
these towns and away from the sur- 
rounding country areas towards the big 
urban centres, and this is generally agreed 
to be undesirable. It seems, therefore, 
that an attempt should be made to marry 
these two needs—the need of the large 
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centre to lose and the smaller centre to 
gain—by schemes which will attract 
population from the larger to the smaller 
towns. Schemes on these lines have 
recently come very much into favour. 
They have been worked out, for example, 
in Lancashire, Cheshire, and Stafford- 
shire ; and the Town Development Bill, 
which now proposes to give them official 
recognition and status and Governmert 
backing, has been largely founded on 
experience gained in these counties. The 
proposals vary in detail but an example 
can be given of those which are being put 
into operation in Staffordshire. 


EXPANSION OF SMALLER 
TOWNS 


The position in Staffordshire in regard 
to the expansion of smaller towns may be 
summarised in round figures as follows : 


“ Overspill’’ to be accommodated 
From local authorities in the administrative 





county aa 7 ee a .. 34,000 
From county. boroughs within the outer 
county boundary oe oe, -- _ «+ 108,000 
From outside Staffordshire (mainly Birming- 
ham) ee xe a a -- 29,000 
171,000 
Reception Areas for ‘‘ Overspill”” 
Northern area of county “se < .. 24,000 
Central area of county 93,000 
Southern area of county 54,000 
171,000 


It is possible that the total amount of 
“‘ overspill’’ may be reduced somewhat 
below this figure. It seems unlikely, 
however, that this will affect the proposals 
in Staffordshire materially since it seems 
advisable to provide for some reception 
capacity in excess of that required to meet 
natural increase only to cover the possi- 
bility of immigration into the West 
Midlands area. 


If a housing programme of the order 
contemplated in the Development Plan 
is to be carried through, it is essential 
that some efficient organisation should be 
set up for its implementation. Some 
proportion of the houses will, it is assumed, 
be provided by private enterprise building. 
What this proportion may be it is not 
possible to say at present, but it may tend 
to rise above the present figure as the Plan 
progresses, particularly in the reception 
areas, since the population redistribution 
proposals have been designed to harmonise 
with previous trends, and do not run 
counter to them except so far as they 
require a limitation of the conurbations’ 
spread into the surrounding countryside. 
It is inevitable, however, that a large 
proportion of the houses required will 
have to be provided by the local authority 
or some other public agency. The advan- 
tages of the successful implementation of 
a scheme for redistribution of population 
would be very great, both to the areas from 
which the “ overspill” population is 
taken and to the reception areas. It 
would start the Development Plan off in 
the right direction and its benefits would 
tend to be cumulative. 


SHARING OF COSTS 


Since in some cases the provision of 
houses by the local authority concerned 
without assistance might be too heavy a 
burden, the Staffordshire County Council’s 
scheme provides for the sharing of the 








410 


costs. Under the scheme, which was 
adopted after full consultation with the 
county district councils and the Ministries 
concerned, the county council will con- 
tribute financial and technical assistance 
to the local authorities who are providing 
houses to meet the “ overspill ” need, and 
will generally act in partnership with the 
authorities in putting the programme 
into effect. The proposal is that the 
county council shall contribute to the 
local authority 6/11ths of the statutory 
rate fund contribution for each “‘ overspill ” 
house provided. There will be a further 
annual payment by the county council, 
where necessary, t> limit the’ total amount 
charged to the district council rates in 
respect of housing contributions for such 
houses to a rate of one shilling in the 
pound® Contributions will also be made 
on the merits of each case towards expen- 
diture in providing services. The county 
council also provide whatever technical 
and administrative assistance is asked for. 
One of the objects is to encourage the 
local authority to take full responsibility 
as housing authority, and to call on the 
county council for assistance only as 
required. 


LOCAL CIRCUMSTANCES 


The scheme was, of course, drawn up 
before the Town Development Bill was 
drafted, and it will have to be considered 
in the light of provisions of the Bill when 
these come into effect. Each case has to 
be felated to local circumstances. In areas 
where the scheme is already in operation 
the ‘‘ overspilling ’’ authorities nominate 
tenants for the houses from their lists, 
and all the details of the working of the 
scheme are kept under review by an 
advisory committee consisting of repre- 
sentatives of the “‘ overspilling ’’ authority 
(county borough or county district coun- 
cil), the county district council taking the 
*overspill”? and the county council. 
Agreement has been reached with the 
authorities concerned and work is already 
proceeding on the most urgent cases. 
Concern with this common task of meet- 
ing a real and urgent housing need has 
led to a most encouraging increase in good 
will and co-operation between all the 
authorities engaged on it. 


The proposals are designed to deal with 
a problem of general concern and of the 
same nature as that covered by the New 
Towns Act, and it therefore seemed 
reasonable, at the time the Development 
Plan for the county was drafted, to suggest 
that Government financial. assistance to 
the reception areas should be provided. 
Since the county council’s scheme was 
put forward opinion has gradually moved 
in favour of such arrangements and the 
Town Development Bill, now before 
Parliament, which follows on pioneer work 
done in some of the counties, now includes 
provision for financial assistance from the 
Government as was suggested in the 
Staffordshire County Development Plan 
Report. This Bill is an enabling measure 
and it provides that the county boroughs 
having “ overspill”? problems may also 
make contributions towards the expenses 
incurred in finding a solution for them by 
county district councils. If it is put into 
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operation energetically and in a spirit of 
co-operation, it could make a very great 
contribution towards the solution of the 
“‘ overspill”’ problem. 


MAIN REQUIREMENTS 


Many difficulties will, no doubt, remain 
to be overcome in schemes to build up 
smaller towns. Some of the main require- 
ments may be indicated with which it 
seems such schemes must comply if they 
are to be a success. 


(a) Natural Trends of Development. 
The proposals should be as far as possible 
in line with natural trends of development. 
If the proposals are well founded, their 
implementation by the local authority 
for the area will then tend to encourage 
private development in the same locality, 
and thus decrease the burden on the local 
authority and the pressure from the conur- 
bations for peripheral spread and ribbon 
development. 


(b) Integration with the Local Community. 
The houses built under the scheme should 
be integrated into each local authority’s 
general housing programme and thus help 
to form in the reception areas better 
balanced communities. One of the aims 
will be to develop neighbourhoods with a 
real sense of being local communities, 
and this is more likely to be achieved 
if the houses to be provided by the local 
authority are built and owned by the local 
authority for the area rather than if they 
form separate estates occupied wholly 
by people whose principal interests are 
elsewhere, and whose landlord is a different 
and distant local authority. 


(c) Allocation ef Building Permissions. 
The allocation of building permissions, 
so far as these are controlled by the 
Government, should be in harmony with 
the Development Plan proposals. Some 
difficulty was encountered when the 
scheme was first put forward, since it 
meant some re-allocation of building 
resources between the “ overspilling ” 
and the receiving authorities. The dis- 
tribution of building resources has not 
recently been well related to housing 
needs. Before the war the _ building 
industry tended naturally to concentrate 
where it was most profitable, and since the 
war Ministerial policy has been to give the 
greater allocations of houses to the big 
urban authorities who were, and are, able 
to build on a large scale. The effect of 
this has been a strong pressure to build 
houses on the periphery of the bigger 
towns and often in conflict with generally 
accepted planning proposals. There has 
thus been a tendency in some areas for 
Government housing policy to run counter 
to planning requirements. 


(d) Ancillary Development. Develop- 
ment ancillary to housing should be 
encouraged and promoted as much as 
possible by the local authority for the 
area. The building of local authority 
houses, with the provision of their neces- 
sary services, is not itself usually financially 
profitable. The recoupment from other 
development, and the consequent increase 
in the rate income, will help to make such 
schemes financially advantageous in the 
long run. 
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(e) Transfer of Industry. If the recep- 


tion towns are to be built into self-con- 


tained communities they must have trans- 
ferred to them an appropriate amount of 
new industry. If this is not done they 
tend to become dormitories, and travelling 
costs to old centres of employment will be 
an added charge on the general economy 
of the area. In some cases there is already 
in the reception areas a surplus employ- 
ment capacity and an inward movemer:: 
of workers, but usually it will be necessary 
to provide for additional industry to 
match the increase in population. 


EXAGGERATED DIFFICULTIES 


From the limited experience which has, 
as yet, been possible, it seems that some 
of the difficulties which were expected 
in the voluntary removal of industry from: 
the congested urban centres have been 
exaggerated. Under present conditions 
it is important that land should be made 
actually available, and for this purpose the 
provision of industrial estates by the 
reception local authority which will make 
sites available for medium and small firms 
cannot be too strongly emphasised. 


In Staffordshire the proposals for 
redistribution of population have been 
divided into two groups. The first group 


-includes_ provision for short distance 


redistribution where the object is to build 
up the communities in or near the main 
conurbations, making some urban use 
of all the derelict land in order to repair 
the ravages of the past and to economise 
demands on agricultural land. In these 
areas people will mainly continue to work 
where they are at present employed. The 
second group includes proposals for 
transfers to towns beyond the green belts. 
This group does involve the transfer of 
appropriate industry and is a longer term 
proposal. By longer term is meant that it 
will take longer for its complete realisation 
and not that its beginning will be deferred. 
Work on the two groups is beginning, in 
fact, at the same time. 


(f) Relation to Building Resources. ‘The 
proposals for housing of “ overspill” 
must form part of a complete housing 
programme dealing also with the problems 
of sharing families, unsatisfactory housing, 
and the housing need caused by the natural 
increase of population. This total pro- 
gramme must have a realistic relation to 
the building resources likely to be avail- 
able within the area concerned during the 
period for which the plan is drawn. 


Given the conditions just referred to 
and a spirit of co-operation and goodwill 
between the authorities concerned, such as 
has already been shown in the Stafford- 
shire area, it seems that schemes of this 
sort for the building up of the smaller 
urban centres offer a most helpful line 
of approach towards a solution of this 
difficult problem of accommodating “‘ over- 
spill” population. They give a challenge 
and an opportunity to the smaller local 
authorities to press forward with the 
development of the areas under their con- 
trol, and thus in accordance with demo- 
cratic practice. From small beginnings 
they may hope to achieve great and 
beneficial ends. 
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INDUSTRIAL LEADERSHIP 


Mr. Woodbine Parish’s Address at 
Edinburgh 
JHOLLOWING his successful address to 

the Rotary Club of Glasgow, reported 
in our columns last week, the president of 
the L.M.B.A., Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish, 
called on the Rotary Club of Edinburgh 
before returning to London by air. Passing 
from his theme of education as an aid to 
productivity, Mr. Woodbine Parish, who had 
visited the Heriot Watt College as the guest 
of the Principal on his arrival in the Scottish 
capital, spoke on “Industrial Leadership.” 
The chief po:nts from his address are sum- 
marised below. MR. 'WOooDBINE PARISH 
said: 

There is a dilemma at the moment facing 
the industry and commerce in recruiting 
adequate numbers of individuals who can 
properly undertake the exacting increasing 
responsibilities of management, particularly 
in the coming years. I believe it is in 
colleges similar to the Heriot Watt that some 
of the future prosperity of this country may 
be redeveloped. 


We are now witnessing a second stage in 
the industrial revolution which started in 
Great Britain over 150 years ago, the indus- 
trial revolution in which the sons of Scotland 
played such a distinct and outstanding part. 


The first stage was devoted practically 
entirely to technical development, and the 
second stage, which we are beginning to see 
develop now, is the managerial development 
of this industrial age. The first signs of it 
were seen in the United States in the early 
part of this century, and we began to detect 
the managerial revolution in this country 
during the stress and strain of war. 


The Managerial Role 


The two world wars have expedited the 
violent change in social outlook and the 
need for a far greater appreciation of the 
managerial role. Never before has there 
been such a need for enlightened and respon- 
sible leadership in industry and commerce 
as at the present time. It is at the executive 
or top-level of management that this 
enlightened leadership must have its roots. 
Leaders of industry and commerce cannot 
escape or transfer their social responsibility 
for creating the most favourable climate and 
atmosphere in which work can be carried 
out. A far clearer understanding of the 
complex nature of management and 
managerial functions is required. 


A stretching of the mind, a broader 
approach to current problems, a more liberal 
outlook, an historical perspective, a greater 
appreciation of the humanities—these are 
some of the qualities needed to ensure com- 
petent and responsible leadership in the 
affairs of to-day. 


Away with the pursuit of sectional and 
mercenary interests, with exploitation, and 
with the “couldn’t care less” attitude of 
mind, though I do not detect as much of it 
here as in the south. 


The Anglo-American Productivity Teams, 
in their reparts, repeat the same theme: a 
greater need in the direction of training for 
management. 


The time has come for a drastic change 
in current thought, and the leaders of indus- 
try have a vital role to play in this matter. 
It is largely by their example, enthusiasm, 
and attitude of mind that the standards, 
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ethics, and thoughts of men and women can 
be influenced. In this field the Rotary move- 
ment, with its cross-section of the pro- 
fessions, commerce and industry, and oppor- 
tunities afforded for the interchange of views 
and ideas on a regular basis, has an 
enormous part to play. 


We have to understand and cope with the 
problems of human relations far better in 
the future. It is to the full utilisation of 
manpower, not full employment, that we 
have to direct our energies. 


A “Muddled Function ” 


How muddled is managerial function! It 
falls under two headings, strategical and 
tactical. Strategy—long-term policy and pro- 
cedure; budgetary arrangements; the basic 
organisation of an undertaking. Tactics— 
the day-to-day detailed management and 
administration of a business. 


It is important that there should be 
responsibility clearly defined, and with that 
responsibility, authority given. And that 
must be done at all levels for without it 
good will and team-spirit in any organisation 
cannot be achieved. 


I think that, perhaps, the most difficult 
thing that we have to do, particularly in 
my own industry, is to get people who are 
prepared to take responsibility, to make 
quick decisions—and right decisions. And 
it is no use making quick decisions unless 
one is prepared to stand by them. 


The impact of efficient and effective leader- 
ship in any sphere of life is both startling 
and contagious. There are many examples 
which each of us can doubtless call to 
mind. 

How, you may ask, can employers or tech- 
nical colleges deal with the problem of 
promoting a real sense of leadership in the 
present and future supervisory and junior 
management grades? The answer may well 
lie in establishing a far greater integration 
of theory and practice; a closer co-operation 
between industry and commerce on the one 
hand and with the educationists on the 
other; by emphasising the social purpose 
of industry; by more careful and advanced 
selection and progressive training and 
encouragement of the young men to take 
the place of existing leaders of industry and 
commerce when they retire. 


I think that a great deal can be done in 
encouraging young people who do attend 
regularly and show self-confidence as a 
result of pursuing the recognised courses of 
study. It is obvious that the development 
of character and __ self-confidence is 
immeasurably stimulated when this interest 
is shown. 


There are many big firms and organisa- 
tions which have comprehensive training 
schemes organised on a long-term basis. 
Provided that their pioneer work is emulated 
by smaller and apparently less progressive 
firms then there may well be an increase 
in overall efficiency in this country and an 
improvement in general productivity. 


When top management has a clearer 
understanding of the basic forces at work 
in society, when it is able to guide and 
influence collective attitudes by responsible 
persuasion and gains the full confidence of 
men and women engaged in industry and 
commerce, then we shall find ourselves on 
the road to prosperity which our forefathers 
trod a century ago with such singular 
success. 
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RENT RESTRICTION 


Landlords to Petition Parliament 


THE National Federation of Property 
Owners is to petition Parliament to alter 
the law on rent restriction to enable land- 
lords to carry out repairs to their property 
without suffering financial loss. This was 
decided in London on September 11 at a 
meeting of the national executive of the 
federation. 


Mr. A. G. ANDERSON, chairman of the 
rent committee of the federation, said later 
that it had been decided to approach the 
three political Parties in the hope that legis- 
lation might be introduced next session to: 
enable landlords of property which was rent- 
controlled to raise rents by 25-50 per cent. 
so that necessary repairs could be effected. 


Mr. Anderson emphasised that only tenants 
who were not responsible for internal decora- 
tions or repairs’ would be affected. The 
federation considered that the problem was 
the responsibility of all three political Parties 
in view of the fact that rent control had 
existed for 36 years and none had made any 
real attempt to produce order out of chaos. 
The number of old houses which was becom- 
ing uninhabitable each year exceeded the 
number of new houses being built. It was 
hoped to obtain a million signatures to the 
petition. 


TALL FLATS AT 
WIMBLEDON 
Objections Overruled 


Mr. SYDNEY PROSSER and Mr. Norman 
Albert Peroni, of Albert-drive, Wimbledon, 
S.W., have lost their appeal against the 
Wandsworth Council plan to build three 
eight- and nine-storey blocks of flats. 


Mr. W. Hanbury Aggs, president of the 
tribunal of appeal under the London Build- 
ing Acts, has now published the order of the 
tribunal dismissing the appeals and allowing 
the consent to the building as proposed, with 
costs against Mr. Prosser and Mr. Peroni. 
The respondents in the appeal were the 
Borough of Wandsworth and the L.C.C. 


When the appeal was heard on July 23, 
Mr. John Plume, appearing on behalf of 
four residents of Albert-drive, said that Mr. 
Prosser believed that the proposed flats 
would “overshadow and dominate” his 
house. 


L.M.B.A. 


Operatives’ Leaders to meet Lord Mayor 


Mr. G. C. MARCHANT, president of the 
London Regional Council of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Operatives, 
and Mr. E. L. Jones, the secretary, will 
represent the operatives at the London 
Master Builders’ Association’s luncheon to 
the Lord Mayor next week. 


Donation to B.C.B.L 


The L.M.B.A. has sent a donation of 
20 gns. to the Builders’ Clerks’ Benevolent 
Institution, of which Mr. W. H. Gough 
Cooper, former vice-president of the 
L.M.B.A., is this year’s president. 


British Industries Fair 
The period has been fixed for next year’s 
British Industries Fair. It will be held from 


April 27 to May 8 in London and Birming- 
ham. 
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RESEARCH ON CEMENT 


Sir Ben Lockspeiser Opens Symposium 


SPEAKING at the opening of the third 

international symposium on_ the 
“Chemistry of Cement,” at the Royal Insti- 
tution on September 15, Sik BEN LOCK- 
SPEISER, secretary of the D.S.LR., said there 
was no competition between the research 
done in Government laboratories and that 
done by industry itself. The symposium 
was the outcome of a combination of indus- 
try and Government and reflected their close 
working relations. 

Sir Ben said that activity in research on 
cement and concrete was considerable. In 
his own Department it formed an important 
section of the work of both the Building and 
Research Station and the Road Research 
Laboratory. The Cement and Concrete 
Association research laboratory, at Wexham 
Springs, supported entirely by the cement 
manufacturers, was devoted to work on the 
use of concrete for the service of concrete 
users. The interest of the cement producers 
in research was also exemplified by the new 
research laboratory opened this summer by 
our largest manufacturers. Engineering re- 
search on concrete was to be found in 
various of ouf universities, but with one 
notable exception there was no correspond- 
ing university research on the physics and 
chemistry of cemeni‘s. 


Research Unbalanced 


The speaker continued: “This suggests a 
lack of balance in our research effort. In 
these days, particularly, a heavy emphasis is 
being placed on applied research devoted to 
the solution of practical problems and the 
overcoming of industrial difficulties. This is 
right enough, but not so right that we can 
afford to neglect fundamental research in 
any subject. The organisation of research is 
not unlike running a business. There is a 
trading account and a capital account, and 
no sensible businessman would undermine 
his capital position to promote sales. 
Similarly, scientists must not sacrifice the 
capital of their business to immediate needs, 
and it is of first importance that a due pro- 
portion of effort be devoted to fundamental 
inquiry. 

“This provides, by the accumulation of 
knowledge, not only the surest basis we 
know of for the solution of the problems of 
the future, but it provides also the intel- 
lectual climate which promotes discovery 
and the growth of new ideas. Revolutionary 
advances in science are often unexpected, 
and if we are wise we will allow something 
for scientific adventure which may be price- 
less.” 

Sir Ben said that it was always interesting 
to trace unforseeable connections between 
one branch of science and another. Tober- 
morite was a very rare natural mineral first 
described in 1880 by Professor Heddle, who 
recognised it as a hydrated calcium silicate. 
Its true nature remained unsolved until 1952 
when the first detailed X-ray data on the 
principal silicate constituent of hydrated 
cement were published. At the same time 
the collection at the British Museum was 
being rearranged and an X-ray powder 
diagram of tobermorite was taken. It was 
identical with this calcium silicate hydrate. 
Thus it transpired that Heddle’s rare mineral 
was synthesised daily throughout the civil- 
ised world, and to such an extent that 
millions of tons of it were produced annually 
in Great: Britain alone. 


Sik FRANcIS MEYNELL, director of the 
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Cement and Concrete Association, in an 
address of welcome to the delegates, said that 
of the 256 delegates attending the sym- 
posium, the largest contingents were from 
Belgium and from Sweden; the furthermost 
from. India and Japan. 


RATING VALUATION 


Need for Government Review 


A REQUEST to the Government to direct 
their attention to the present unsatisfactory 
rating valuation position was made by Mr. 
J. THomas Jones, of Port Talbot, South 
Wales, in his presidential address to the 
annual conference of the Incorporated Asso- 
ciation of Rating and Valuation Officers in 
London on September 12. 


There was no doubt, he said, that in rela- 
tion to many other economic and social 
difficulties facing the Government, rating 
questions had not the same urgency; but 
because the present imperfections led to 
great injustice and unfairness between local 
authorities as well as between groups of 
ratepayers, something ought to be done as 
soon as possible. 


It was a matter of concern to local authori- 
ties that rate poundages were still linked to 
assessments mainly tied to values of about 
20 years ago. The Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, when he announced the 
postponement of the date of completion of 
the rating revaluation, indicated that an 
inquiry into the equalisation grants question 
would be held, and it was to be hoped that 
the Minister would also be able to examine 
some other questions which had a bearing 
on local finance. One was the complete or 
partial abolition of industrial derating. The 
fact that the rate revenue of local authorities 
would be augmented by about £35m. a year 
if industrial derating were abolished was 
important, and he hoped that the Minister’s 
recent hint that the abolition of industrial 
derating in Lancashire would be unpopular 
was not an indication of his real approach 
to this problem. 


NATIONAL FUEL POLICY 
Insulation Standard Proposed 


RECOMMENDATION that subsidies 

for new house building and the grant- 
ing of house-building licences should be 
conditional on the provision of a prescribed 
standard of insulation, and on the installa- 
tion of solid fuel appliances of the new 
standard, is made by the Committee on 
National Policy for the Use of Fue] and 
Power Resources in its report which has 
been published by the Stationery Office 
(price 6s. 6d.). 

The committee lists 40 specific recommen- 
dations. A number of these refer to a 
standard of performance for solid fuel room- 
heating appliances, based, it is recommended, 
on achieving a room efficiency of 40 per cent. 
with coal. It is proposed that appliances 
satisfying this standard should be so marked 
to show the potential purchaser their effici- 
ency under official test, and that 100 per cent. 
purchase tax should be applied to those that 
fail to reach the standard, 

The committee making this report was ap- 
pointed in July, 1951, by Mr. P. J. Noel- 
Baker, then Minister of Fuel and Power, 
after a joint approach to the Government 
on fuel matters by the Federation of British 
Industries and the Trades Union Congress. 
Lord Ridley was appointed chairman, and 
there were seven other members. 

While generally favouring the maintenance 
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of competition between the country’s fuel and 
power services, the committee believes there 
is more scope for co-operation in produc- 
tion and distribution. It accordingly pro- 
poses that there should be a joint planning 
board on which, with the assistance of the 
Minister, the fuel industries could concert 
policy. 

Another recommendation is that the Minis- 
ter should be helped in his general control 
of fuel pricing policy by an expert tariffs 
advisory committee. 

The committee states it hopes to see an 
end of house coal rationing as soon as 
supplies and competing claims permit, and 
also the abolition of industrial coal allo- 
cations. 

The members all supported certain posi- 
tive measures to improve fuel use. Domestic- 
ally, they would like to see developed and 
widely used new improved types of open fire 
to replace existing inefficient grates which, in 
12 million households, were a major source 
of coal waste. There should be incentives 
to owners and occupiers of houses for the 
installation of fuel-saving equipment. On the 
industrial side, they recommended a large 
expansion of the fuel efficiency advisory 
service, and a new approach to securing the 
active participation of industry. There should 
also be incentives to industrialists for instal- 
ling fuel-saving equipment and for improving 
the standards of stoking. 


BOOK 


CONCRETE MATERIALS AND PRACTICE. By 
L. J. Murdock, M.Sc., A.M.LC.E. (Lon- 
don: Edward Arnold and Co.) Price 
21s. 


WHILE research has provided much sctien- 
tific data concerning the fundamental pro- 
perties of concrete, under field conditions 
variations in quality occur which can only 
be kept in reasonable bounds by careful con- 
trol, education and experience. The object 
of this book is to give a broad outline of the 
science of concrete making, and to bridge 
the gap between theoretical knowledge and 
practical field work. 


The basic materials and the technique of 
concrete making under various conditions 
are discussed in some detail, and such aspects 
as the methods of testing, the design of 
mixers, and the control of quality on the 
site which are described have been proved 
satisfactory by practical experience. _ Brief 
mention is made of the design of reinforced 
concrete, and examples of formwork are 
included on account of the importance of 
careful design and construction to the final 
result. 

First published in 1948, “Concrete Mater- 
ials and Practice” remains an invaluable 
guide to the practical builder and construc- 
tor in search of sufficient scientific knowledge 
to avoid the danger of the errors inherent in 
rule-of-thumb working. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


SURVEYING AND FIELD Work. 3rd Ed. 
By James Williamson. (London: Con- 
stable and Co., Ltd.) Price 40s. 

THE ARCHITECT IN Practice. By A. J. 
Willis and W. N. B. George. (London: 


Crosby Lockwood and Son, Ltd.) Price 18s. 

BUILDING SCIENCE. FOR’ STUDENTS OF 
ARCHITECTURE AND BUILDING. Vol.-II. By 
A. G. Geeson.. (London; English Universi- 
ties Press, Ltd.) Price. 29s. ,..,..,. 

SPon’s:: ARCHITECTS’: ‘AND ‘Buntpers’. PRICE 
Boox. 1952-53. (London: « 7E. ane: Fs 0 
Spon; Ltd.) Price 21s.b:in: ‘to re 
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LIVERPOOL’S PROPOSED 
NEW MARKET 
Study of Continental Schemes 


S soon as circumstances permit, Liver- 
o pool Corporation markets committee 
propose building a new wholesale fruit and 
vegetable market which it is expected will 
be the biggest market of its kind in the 
country. 

The chairman of the markets committee 
(Councillor W. J. Harrop) told the members 
of the committee at a recent inspection that 
jt was proposed to send a deputation to 
inspect markets in Italy, France, Germany 
and Holland, where there were some of the 
most modern markets in the world. The 
best features of those markets would be 
incorporated in the proposed Liverpool 
market, and he thought permission to pro- 
ceed with the project would be given much 
sooner than many people thought. They 
wanted their plans to be ready for that time. 


The deputation, it was hoped, would be 


accompanied by the City Architect (Dr.. 


Ronald Bradbury, F.R.1.B.A.). 


The Lord Mayor (Alderman A. Morrow) 
told the committee he would like to see a 
new market take the place of the retail 
market of St. John’s in the centre of the 
city. He suggested that when that was 
done the basement should contain car-park- 
ing facilities, the ground floor a big exhibi- 
tion hall and the frontages shops. The 
upper floors might with advantage be made 
up into blocks of offices, for which there 
was a great demand. 


BRICK SHORTAGE 


Position in Midlands 


AN acute shortage of bricks causing 
** considerable delay in building was 
referred to at a meeting of the Stratford- 
on-Avon Town Council on September 9 by 
Alderman J. H. Knight, chairman of the 
housing committee, who was reporting on 
building progress in the town. To the sug- 
gestion that they should seek the help of 
Mr. John Profumo, M.P., Alderman Knight 
replied that it would take all the M.P.s to 
get the bricks that Stratford needed. 

Several other local authorities in the area, 
apparently, are also experiencing a shortage, 
and brick manufacturers have stated that 
they are fully committed and cannot meet 
all demands. 

Work on a housing estate at Sutton-under- 
Brailes in South Warwickshire has been held 
up for some weeks through a brick shortage, 
and Leamington is also complaining of in- 
adequate supplies. Coventry builders have 
stated that the shortage of bricks is only 
seasonal. Mr. G. W. Chandler, Deputy City 
Engineer and Surveyor for Birmingham, 
stated that so far Birmingham had not ex- 
perienced much shortage. He pointed out, 
however, that the city relied more on non- 
traditional methods ef building than did 
some other local authorities and therefore 
they were less sensitive to seasonal fluctua- 
tions in the supply of bricks. Wolverhamp- 
ton, on the other hand, appears to be 
suffering from a shortage, according to Mr. 
S. J. Parnell, the Deputy Borough Engineer, 
who stated that supplies were being brought 
from outside at extra gost. 

The matter has been widely reviewed in 
the Midlands as a result of Stratford’s pre- 
dicament, and although opinions are diver- 
gent, somes authorities reporting no shortage 
(Bishop’s Itchington, for imstance, has 
successfully doubled the size of the village 
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by the erection of 90 houses), the general 
verdict seems to indicate a fair degree of 
shortage. 

Mr. T. Jackson, president of the Midland 
Federation of Brick and Tile Manufacturers, 
has suggested that it may prove necessary 
to import some bricks into the Midlands. 
To this, some local councils have replied 
that deliveries from London and other parts 
of the country are little better. 


SWIMMING BATHS 
New Designs at Birmingham 


New techniques in building swimming 
baths are planned in a programme which 
Birmingham has now drawn up for erecting 
six baths and open-air lidos on its new 
suburban municipal estates, and the most 
interesting feature, perhaps, is that the baths 
are to have sliding roofs. 

Another innovation is that all are to be 
constructed in the form of a cross with the 
top arm 7 ft. deep throughout its length to 
enable deep-water polo to be played. The 
shallow ends will be only 2 ft. deep as 
against the 3 ft. in traditional swimming 
bath construction. 

Owing to restrictions on building, it 
will be some time before Birmingham can 
implement these ambitious plans, but in 
November, the reconstructed Green Lane, 
Small Heath, bath is to be reopened, and it 
will be one of the most modern in design. 
For the first time in the history of the 
Birmingham Baths Department, the swim- 
ming pool has been finished with glazed tiles 
instead of glazed bricks. The colour scheme 
follows the modern trend and is blue, grey 
and ‘terracotta instead of the pre-war dark 
green and cream. 








The ONLY Stripper that 
HAS GONE THROUGH 


30/40*Coats of Paint 
with ONE APPLICATION 


We shall be pleased to 
send you proof of this. 


Guaranteed Neutral 
Harmless. 





SAFE 
SURE 
SAVES 


and 


200 years’ accumulations have 
been stripped. 


its cost in time saved. 











to Trade Card or Bill Head for 
details and nearest Stockists. 


QUICKSTRYP CHEMICAL CO. LTD. 
(B DEPT.), 
57, Kingsland High Street, London, E.8 
Telephone: CLIssold 5307 
EXPORT ENQUIRIES INVITED 
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L.C.C. DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
Public Inquiry Arrangements 
THE public local inquiry into objections 

to the L.C.C. Development Plan will be 
opened at the Central Hall, Westminster, at 
10 a.m. on September 29, and will continue 
there on each of the two following days. 
. On October 3 the inquiry will re-open at the 
County Hall, Westminster Bridge, where the 
remainder of the inquiry will be held. There 
will be no sitting on October 2. 

The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, Mr. Harold Macmiilan, has 
appointed his Chief cor ya of Special 
Inquiries, Mr. K. S. Dodd, to preside. Mr. 
Dodd will be assisted by Mr. R. A. Youll, 
Mr. F. H. Carr and Mr. J. L. Wetton. 

A development plan for the County of 
London was submitted to the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government on Decem- 
ber 31, 1951. The L.C.C. at first fixed 
March 15, 1952, as the last day on which 
objections could be lodged, thus allowing a 
period of nearly 10 weeks. After further 
representations the Minister decided he 
wauld continue to record objections received 
up to August 16, 1952. The total of objec- 
tions was nearly 6,300. 

For the benefit of those who cannot 
attend, arrangements have been made to 
print copies of the Chief Inspector’s opening 
statement about the conduct of the inquiry 
and of the opening address by Counsel for 
the L.C.C. on the plan as a whole. These 
will be available to objectors on application 
to the Solicitor to the Council (Ref. LP/01) 
at County Hall, S.E.1. 


“BUILDING TO-DAY ” 
An Exhibition on Careers 

A “ BuILDING To-DAY ” EXHIBITION, show- 
ing training and opportunities of advance- 
ment offered by the industry to young men 
on the threshold of a career, will be held 
at the East Ham Technical College (Depart- 
ment of Buildimg), Arragon-road, London, 
E.6, from October 14-18 inclusive. 

The exhibition has been organised by the 
County Borough of East Ham Education 
Committee in collaboration with the London 
Building and Civil Engineering Joint Com- 
mittee, the London Master Builders’ Asso- 
ciation (North-East Area) and the National 
Federation of Building Trades Operatives 
(London Region Council), and is supported 
by the Ministry of Works. 

The Ministry’s exhibits include: “ Building 
Research and Housing,” which will show 
visiting builders and builders-to-be how the 
main stages of house construction can be 
achieved with economy, speed and efficiency; 
“Domestic Plumbing,” in which methods of 
good and poor practice are compared and 
illustrated by diagrams and illuminated cut- 
away models; “Careers in Building,” designed 
to encourage recruitment to the industry, and 
to show parents and “ teen-agers ” the oppor- 
tunities offered by craft training. 

College classes and workshops will be open 
to visitors during the day and evening. 
Demonstrations of portable powered tools | 
will be given in the carpentry and joinery 
shops. Films of technical interest will also 
be shown. 

The exhibition wil be open daily from 
11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 


Mr. Macmillan to Visit Cardiff 

Mr. Harold Macmillan, Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, is visiting Cardiff 
today (September 19), when he will tour the 
Welsh Industries Fair and inspect the 
Ministry’s People’s House exhibit. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Flats “ Too Costly ” 

A £75,000 plan to build flats in a thickly- 
populated area of Grimsby has been deferred 
by the local housing committee because it 
is considered too costly at the present time. 
The figure quoted included the building of 
36 flats in a three-storey biock, the purchase 
and demolition of three existing shops on the 
site, and compensation for the shopkeepers. 


Engineers’ Guild Presidency 

Mr. Henry Nimmo, M.LC.E., M.I.Mech.E., 
M.LE.E., who has been chairman of the 
general council during the past two years, 
has been elected president of the Engineers’ 
Guild in succession to Mr. Robert Chalmers, 
O.B.E., B.Sc., M.I.C.E., M.I.Mech.E., whose 
term of office expires on September 30. Mr. 
Nimmo is chairman of the Southern Elec- 
tricity Board and a part-time member of the 
British Electricity Authority. 


Rapid School Construction 


By using new methods of construction so 
that it was built about twice as quickly as 
the average school of tradit onal construc- 
tion, the Limbrick Wood Primary School, 
at Tile Hill, Coventry, has opened for pupils 
this term. It was built by the Bristol Aero- 
plane Co. (Western), of aluminium, and it 
is the first school in Coventry (where there 
are three others of aluminium) to be 
designed by the Ministry of Education in 
conjunction with the Coventry Education 
Committee. 


“The Real Cost of a House” 


In a letter, part of which was read during 
a housing debate at Stratford-on-Avon Rural 
Council meet ng on September 12, a builder 
member of the council, Mr. Booth, pointed 
out that it was not generally realised that 
at the new rates of loan interest, the real 
cost of a £1,500 house was £4,158. Mr. 
Booth stated that it was calculated that the 
amount payable to the Loan Board over 60 
years on a £1,500 house built with money 
borrowed at the 1946 rate of interest of 24 
per cent. was £2,964. The amount payable 
On money borrowed at the present rate of 
4} per cent, would be £4,158. 


Aluminium Roof Covering 


The Aluminium Development Association 
have recently installed. at the Building 
Centre ‘a dsplay of full-scale models illus- 
trating recommended practice for fully- 
supported roof covering in aluminium. The 
exhibit demonstrates the application of 
various grades of aluminium to this work, 
and the high standard of workmansh’p and 
effective roofing that can be achieved with 
these materials. 


Plumbers’ Long Service 

Six members of the Northampton Lodge 
of the Plumbers’ Trade Union—Messrs. H. 
Cox, E. Abell, C. A. Bennett, G. Driver, 
G. Hollis and G. Wingrove — whose com- 
bined membership totalled 299 years, were 
presented with “free cards” when local 
plumbers and their guests met at the Spencer 
Arms, Chapel Brampton, on September 5. 
ach has completed over 35 years’ union 
membership and most are still working. 

Mr. H. Lovitt, the local president. told 
those present that the old plumbers had been 
the backbone of the plumbing trade, and 
added: “ We would do well to carry out the 
old craft work as originated by the old 
pioneers of the movement.” 
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Loss on Sheffield Prefabs 


Sheffield’s housing statutory revenue 
account for the year ended March 31 shows 
a surplus on 33,918 permanent houses of 
£14,701, and a deficit on 2,065 temporary 
houses of £31,179. For temporary housing 
a repairs contribution of £13 10s. per 
bungalow was necessary to meet the cost of 
repairs and painting. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 
Disposal of Government Lead 


In order to avoid misunderstanding about 
the disposal of Government lead stocks, the 
Ministry of Materials wishes it to be known 
that it is not its policy to release more than 
a relatively small tonnage for sale during 
the early months of: the operation of the 
London Metal Exchange. 

The Ministry is satisfied that this tonnage 
will be adequate to meet the requirements 
of consumers. The metal to be disposed 
of will be made available through the 
London Metal Exchange and through the 
usua] trade channels. The Ministry reserves 
the right to suspend selling when it is satisfied 
that sufficient lead is available from private 
sources to satisfy demand. 


Iron and Steel Duties (Exemption) Order 

The Iron and Steel Duties (Exemption) 
Order. 1952, which comes into force on 
September 19, 1952, suspends the import 
duties on certain iron and steel goods for 
a period of one year. The Order makes no 
change in the import licensing position. 
Copies of the Order (S.I. 1952 No. 1670) can 
be obtained from the Stationery Office, or 
any bookseller, price 2d. 
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APPRENTICES’ SUPPER 
‘Firm’s Annual Event 


(THE president of the National Federa- 

tion of Building Trades Operatives, Sr 
LuKE Fawcett, O.B.E., was guest speaker 
at the supper, given annually for their 
apprentices by Messrs. Higgs and Hill, Ltd., 
which was held at the Ardington Rooms, 
Clapham Junction, on September 13. Mr. 
Gerald A. Hill, a director of the company, 
was in the chair. 

Remarking that he himself had held a 
union card for 50 years, Sir Luke said he 
would like to see the union card looked 
upon as a first-class testimony that work 
produced by the holder would be of the 
craftsman’s standard. 

Whilst realising that not all of the appren- 
tices present would reach their highest 
ambitions, he said that if they all cultivated 
the desire to become complete masters of 
their craft and not second best to any man, 
then they would have attained everything 
that the industry desired of them. 

In welcoming his guests, MR. GERALD 
Him said he was very pleased to see a 
number of “old boys” present for the first 
time. These were young men who had 
served their apprenticeship with the firm and 
had now taken their places in the industry 
as fully-fledged craftsmen. During the last 
two years, he said, 16 of them, having com- 
pleted their national service, had returned 
to the firm. For the first time also there 
were six administrative pupils present. 

Not for many years had the number of 
apprentices in the firm dropped below 60 
as it had this year, said Mr. Hill. There 
were at present 57. Twenty had finished 
during the year and most of these were now 
in the army. Seven apprentices had joined 
and he was very pleased that of these, six 
were related to employees of the firm. 
School reports had been better than he had 
ever seen before, and he congratulated two 
of the apprentices who were sitting on the 
top table with him: one who had won the 
prize of £20 given by the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers for the 
second best apprentice in the London region, 
and the other who had passed his higher 
national certificate. 


BUILDING IN ISLE OF MAN 
Licence-free Limit raised to £10,000 


THe Isle of Man Government has 
increased the limit for work on building 
operations without licence from £300 to 
£10,000 in view of the fact that the peak of 
private building has been reached, and the 
number of applicat‘ons for licences for new 
houses has substantially diminished. 

Since the war there has been much private 
enterprise building in the island, particularly 
under the Government enterprise scheme. 
This provides a gift of £250 to the potential 
owner from the Manx Government, and 
£500 ffee of interest to be répaid over 25 
years, the owner to provide the remainder 
of the money either in ready cash or by 
mortgage. 

The only restrictions in the scheme are 
that the potential owner of the house, or his 
wife, must have been resident in the island 
in 1938, and that the house, not including the 
cost of the land, must not cost more than 
£2,500. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


The Ministry of Materials announces that Mr. PHILP G 
Situ, of Bassett Smith and Co., Ltd., will be aprointed 
Government Broker, from October 1, for all sales of lead 
on the London Metal Exchange from Ministry stocks. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 
[From Our Own Correspondents] 


Argentina.—Argentina has now given its 
permission for the building of the first Port- 
land cement factory in the State. It is 
expected that this factory will facilitate 
building and the development of quarries 
and deposits of clay considered to be the 
best in the country. Foreign exchange is 
being granted for the import of necessary 
nachinery and tools for building purposes. 


Australia: A large scheme of dredging and 
land reclamation at Newcastle, on Australia’s 
Pacific coast, has been approved by the New 
South Wales Cabinet. Newcastle, situated 
on the Hunter River, is the biggest steel port 
in Australia and the scheme, spread over 40 
years, provides for the reclaiming of about 
6,000 acres of islands in the lower Hunter 
River and the dredging of the north and 
south arms of the river. This would aid 
flood control and would also provide deeper 
water for shipping. It is estimated that the 
Jand reclaimed in this scheme could be sold 
for about £A5,500,000, or £A1,000,000 
more than the total cost of the proposed 
works. . . . At Geelong, second port of 
Victoria, a £A4,000,000 harbour develop- 
ment scheme is also in hand. Some of the 
work will be necessary to meet the shipping 
requirements of the new £A8,000,000 oil re- 
finery which the Shell Company is building 
at Geelong. The refinery is due to be com- 
pleted in 1954. 


Belgian Congo.—The Belgian Congo 
requires metal windows and door frames for 
the military camp at Rumangabo. Tenders 
should be sent without delay to Monsieur 
l'Inspecteur General, Chef du Service des 
Approvisionnements du Ministers des 
Colonies, 14, rue des Petits-Carmes, Brussels. 
Information is also available from the Com- 
mercial Department of ihe British Embassy 
in Brussels. 


Brazil: The Joint Commission for Econo- 
mic Development in Brazil has recom- 
mended that a further loan of $8,500,000 
should be sought from the United States so 
that the first stage of the Paulo Afonso 
power project can be completed. At present 
a transmission line connects Paulo Afonso 
with Bahia and the installation of a third 
60,000 kw. generating unit will also supply 
power to the town of Recife. This is one of 
the larger schemes now being undertaken in 
Brazil and there are possibilities for British 
firms who are competitive and can promise 
good delivery dates for materials. : 
Factories are to be built to keep pace with 
industrialisation. Already plans are drawn 
up for factories for refrigerators, asphalt, 
and chemicals. Recently a prominent Swiss 
scientist arrived in Sao Paulo to consider 
whether it would be practicable to transfer 
certain Swiss industries to Brazil. This 
would, of course, necessitate plant and 
materials. . . . A British firm is reported to 
be interested in building a factory for the 
production of boilers. 


*Canada: The Marshall-Wells, Canadian 
Companies, Executive Offices, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, are seeking new sources of supply 
of a wide range of consumer goods. Mr. 
W. H. Morrison, their merchandise manager, 
wishes to receive illustrated catalogues, price 
lists (in Canadian currency) and discount 
sheets showing terms of payment and f.o.b. 
point, from U.K. manufacturers of various 
items, including the following: Plumbing 
goods; electrical appliances; builders’ and 
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heavy .hardware; refrigerators; and tools of 
all kinds. U.K. fimms who are interested in 
this inquiry should communicate direct with 
Mr. Morrison at the above address. Tele- 
phone inquiries in connection with this cir- 
cular should be made to the Board of Trade 
Commercial Relations and Export Depart- 
ment. 
2917, quoting reference C.R.E./12917/52. 


Ceylon.—The Ceylon Ministry of Trans- 
port and Works is now issuing tenders for 
the construction of stage 2a of the hydro- 
electric scheme at Watawala. Details are 
available at the offices of Messrs. Preece, 
Cardew and Ryder, 8, Queen Anne’s-gate, 
S.W.1. Tender forms are available at the 
Ceylon Office in Cockspur-street, S.W.1, for 
contractors who are interested in this 
scheme. 


* Ceylon—The Colombo Port Commis- 
sion has invited tenders for electric trucks, 
hydraulic fork lift trucks, electric stackers, 
and other mechanical cargo-handling equip- 
ment. The closing date for receipt of 
tenders by the Chairman, Tender Board, 
Ministry of Transport and Works, Trans- 
works House, P.O. Box 547, Colombo, is 
September 30 next. Firms responding to 
this inquiry are asked to notify the Common- 
wealth Relations and Export Department of 
the Board of Trade, Horse Guards-avenue, 
London, S.W.1, quoting reference C.R.E./ 
30523/52. Any inquiries by telephone 
should be made to Trafalgar 8855, exten- 
sion 2512. 


Egypt: Disturbed though conditions may 
be in Egypt, there is no relaxation in the 
schemes for building. According to in- 
formation recently received, the building of 
a new radio telephone transmitting station is 
being discussed by the State Telephones Ad- 
ministration on a site on the Cairo-Alexan- 
dria desert road. A receiving station is also 
to be erected at Maadi. . .. A new mint is 
to be built in Cairo which should be in 
operation some time in 1953. Machinery for 
this plant is being supplied by Germany. 

. Experts in road construction and main- 
tenance are examining the possibilities of 
establishing a research laboratory which will 
study road building and surfacing. 


El Salvador: A coastal road 100 kms. in 
length is to be constructed, and the paving 
of other roads including the Pan-American 
highway is to be undertaken by the El] Salva- 
dor Ministry of Works. For some time there 
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have been speculative reports regarding 
building and electrical projects in El Salva- 
dor, but so far nothing has been confirmed. 


* India—The Bombay Port Trust are to 
call for tenders for the supply and erection 
of 14 two-ton electric goods lifts. Tenders 
must reach the Trust by October 20 next. 


Copies of the tender documents are being 
forwarded to the Commercial Relations and 
Export Department of the Board of Trade, 
Horse Guards-avenue, London, S.W.1, and 
when they are received they will be avail- 
able on loan to interested United Kingdom 
manufacturers in order of application under 
reference C.R.E./26723/52. It will be 
appreciated that United Kingdom firms ten- 
dering may be at a disadvantage unless they 
indicate the local maintenance facilities they 
are able to offer. All telephone inquiries 
should be made to the Department, Tel.: 
Trafalgar 8855, extension 2507. 


North and South Rhodesia.—Both North 
and South Rhodesia have building plans in- 
corporated in their expansion schemes. In 
the South the Wankie colliery and the Anglo- 
American Corporation of South Africa have 
pooled their resources with a view to 
increasing mining potential. This will mean 
additional buildings to the existing ones, and 
all types of equipment utilised for buildings 
in the mining indystry. An experimental 
station is also being built in the Sabi Valley. 
This scheme is in its very early stage and 
it is expected that the real work will not 
begin until 1955. The National Building 
and Housing Board has announced that it 
is going to concentrate on existing contract 
work in the form of work for the railways 
and local authorities. In future work must 
not incur the purchase of additional stores 
and equipment. Private enterprise is 
expected to build the new houses which are 
required for the immigrants and the new 
settlers, . . . The Kariba Gorge Scheme is 
still in abeyance because of the high cost, 
which is reckoned to be more than 
£80,000,000. The Ministry of Trade and 
Industrial Development has all the details 
dealing with this scheme, and will be pleased 
to furnish details to contractors who may be 
interested for the future. . . . In the Northern 
territory the expansion of the Copperbelt 
mining towns is leading to development of 
housing local authority building and indus- 
trial building. The high wages being earned 
is leading to purchase of houses, and there is 
a movement to build residential suburbs for 
better paid workers who are in the £166 a 
month class. 


Saudi Arabia.—Building contracts are to 
be issued to a British building firm in part- 
nership with a Saudi Arabian firm, for the 
construction of a new Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs building in Jedda, Saudi Arabia, a 
new coastguard headquarters in Jedda, and 
a palace and ancillary buildings in 
Ryadh for the King’s son. British equip- 
ment is also being ordered for the electrifi- 
cation of Hofuf, in the Eastern part of the 
country. The Saudi Arabian Ministry of 
Finance has now established a Public Works 
Department consisting of engineers, archi- 
tects and surveyors. This department is now 
surveying the country, and plans which will 
involve a great deal of building are 
envisaged. There is at present a tendency 
in this country to favour British building 
technique, and contractors who desire work 
in this region should communicate with the 
Saudi Arabian authorities for news of forth- 
coming building projects. 





*From the Board of Trade Special Register 
Information Service. 
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TRADE NEWS 


Lawrence Chubb Memorial 

With reference to the illustration of the 
Sir Lawrence Chubb memorial shelter on 
page 390, the building was constructed by 
Messps. Flesher Bros., Ltd., of Highgate Hill, 
and the bricks were supplied by Williamson 
Cliff, Ltd., of Stamford. 


Garston Bus Garage 


We have been informed that in connec- 
tion with the new London Transport garage 
at Garston, which was illustrated in our 
issue of September 12, the paving of the 
parking area and dock floors was carried 
out by E. J. Elgood, Ltd., of Yeoman-street, 
S.E.8. 


Price Reduction 

Uni-Tubes, Ltd., of Slough, Bucks, 
announce that on October 1 the price of 
“ Kopex ” electrical conduit tubing covered 
with PVC will be reduced by approximately 
20 per cent. 


Street Lighting 


Among exhibits at the Association of 
Public Lighting Engineers’ Conference held 
recently at Harrogate were the “ Fulmar” 
refractor lanterns for horizontally burning 
sodium discharge lamps. Manufactured by 
Falk, Stadelmann and Co., Ltd., 91, Farring- 
don-road, E.C.1, these lanterns have been 
approved and used by numerous _ local 
authorities for road lighting, and can be 
connected directly to standard concrete or 
steel columns without any alteration. They 
are of the open bottom type which is claimed 
to facilitate cleaning and servicing, and the 


combination of aluminium alloy § and 
“Perspex” makes them exceptionally light 
in weight. 


House-building Crane 

A portable house-building crane which, it 
is claimed, can be erected in just over an 
hour, is being manufactured by the British 
Hoist and Crane Co., Ltd., of Weston-road, 
Trading Estate, Slough, Bucks. Fitted with 
the Petter A.V.I. 5 h.p. diesel engine, its 
load duty ranges from 5 cwt. at the maxi- 
mum 35-ft. radius to 10 cwt. at 17-ft. radius, 
and the total weight of crane and ballast 
is 4 tons 5 cwt. Safety devices ensure that 
all movements stop immediately the operator 
relinquishes the controls. With the erection 
of this crane, no cables have to be reeved or 
rope-grips affixed, and by employing stan- 
dard 2 ft. gauge track together with the 
bogie equipment, the whole crane may be 
pushed from house to house. 


New Paint-Spraying Equipment 

Specifically designed for the builder and 
decorator, a high-pressure electric com- 
pressor outfit, developed over a period of 
four years, is being marketed by the Ronco 
Engineering Co. Claimed to be the lightest 
and most portable spraying equipment 
obtainable, the Ronco weighs 20 Ib. and has 
an overall length of 134 in. and is suitable 
for ordinary domestic decorating. Its fan- 
cooled motor developing + h.p. at 8,700 
r.p.m. is directly coupled to the rotor, and 
operates from any ordinary household light- 
ing point. The outfit gives a working pres- 
sure of 30 to 40 Ib. per sq. in., and can be 
used with any standard two-gallon material 
pressure container, the gun being adaptable 
for feed from a hose or 1} pt. cup. The 
spraying unit can be fitted for the applica- 
tion of distemper. 
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Fixing Tool 

At the M.O.W. Modern Building Plant 
Bxhibition taking place at Sophia-gardens, 
Talbot-street, Cardiff, until September 24, 
can be seen the dowel-driving, explosively- 
operated hammer produced by Kwikform 
Ltd. of Waterloo-road, Birmingham, 25. 
This fixing tool is of simple design and 
obviates the tedious operations of drilling, 
plugging and “ making good.” 


Electricity Grid Order 


An order has been received by. British 
Insulated Callender’s Construction Co., Ltd., 
for the construction of the 275 kv. double- 
circuit overhead line from Staythorpe to 
Elstree. The length of the route is approxi- 
mately 114 miles and the line will form an 
important section of the British super grid. 
Twin S.C.A. conductors on each phase will 
be employed, each wire having a cross sec- 
tional area of .4 square inch copper equiva- 
lent; they will be supplied by British Insu- 
lated Callender’s Cables, Ltd. The towers 
will be of the standard type adopted by the 
British Electricity Authority for the double- 
circuit 275 kv. lines using that size of con- 
ductor; they are to the design of Blaw Knox, 
Ltd. Orders for the fabrication of the steel- 
work for the towers have been placed with 
Painter Brothers, Ltd., of Hereford. 


Vitrified Buff Tiles 

In addition to their range of vitrified blue 
acid and alkali-resisting bricks and tiles, 
J. H. Sankey and Son, Ltd., Aldwych-house, 
Aldwych, W.C.2, are producing a vitrified 
buff tile with similar properties. This tile 
is claimed to be extremely durable and, 
because of its non-slippery and light-reflect- 
ing surface. to be specially suitable as an 
industrial flooring surface. It can also be 
used for lining acid and other storage tanks. 
For setting these tiles, the manufacturers 
recommend the use of their acid-resisting 
cement. 
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HOUSE BUILDING MAY HAVE 
RECORD YEAR 
Commander Galbraith’s Views 
“Goop progress is being made with build- 

ing in Scotland, and it now seems 
certain that more houses will be built this 
year than last year. Indeed, if progress con- 
tinues as at present there is a possibility 
that this will be an all-time record building 
year, beating even the previous best, set up 
in 1938, when over 26,000 houses were 
built.” 


COMMANDER J. D. GaLsRaITH, Joint 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 
Scotland, said this in Glasgow recently at 
the end of his 12-day tour of local authori- 
ties in Scotland. During his tour the Under- 
Secretary visited Dunfermline, Kirkcaldy, 
Cupar, Arbroath, Forfar, Inverness, Loch- 
gilphead, Peebles, Selkirk, St. Boswells, 
Duns, Edinburgh and Glasgow. 


The Commander said that credit for the 
expansion of the building programme must 
go to the building industry, to the suppliers 
of building materials and to the local 
authorities. But if progress was to con- 
tinue—and we were aiming at an expanding 
programme—we must plan well ahead. Many 
authorities reported difficulties about sites, 
and in some cases these threatened to delay 
their housing programmes. These diffi- 
culties underlined the need to plan for con- 
tinuity in building and to select sites two or 
even three years in advance. 


Commander Galbraith referred to four 
other points which he said he had been ask- 
ing authorities to consider and which could 
help to speed the houses. They were:— 

(1) The need to interpret byelaws flexibly. 
Recently he visited a large factory where 
building components were being manufac- 
tured and found that the firm were having 
to meet the requirements of 32 different sets 
of byelaws. He hoped that local authori- 
ties would not-insist on a too rigid obser- 
vance of their particular byelaws. 


(2) The desirability of building up to 50 
per cent. of their houses of the modern 
non-traditional type. Department of Health 
records showed (and his tour confirmed 
them) that these houses would be built in 
about two-thirds of the time it took to build 
a traditional house. As to cost, half of the 
authorities seemed to find them cheaper 
while the other half found them dearer. The 
explanation was presumably difference in 
local conditions, but quicker completion in 
itself was a major financial gain to local 
authorities. 

(3) The need to consider the possibility 
that the timber position might get worse 
before it got better. Authorities should look 
for timber savings now so as to avoid being 
held up by any temporary shortage in the 
future. 

(4) The need to build a percentage of 
small houses for the older people whose 
families had grown up and left them. 


Need to Get Housing Costs Down 


WAYS OF REDUCING building costs were 
discussed at a meeting in St. Andrew’s 
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House on September 4, between COMMANDER 
T. D. GavsralTH, R.N., M.P., Joint Parlia- 
mentary Under-Secretary of State for Scot- 
land, and representatives of the non- 
traditional builders. 


Commander Galbraith said that it had 
been made very clear to him in his recent 
tour round Scotland that the present level 
of building costs was pressing heavily on 
the local authorities. There was no doubt 
that something would have to be done to 
get the costs down. 


The Department of Health had given a 
lead by producing plans for a space-saving 
house which various authorities had reported 
to him offered savings of up to as much 
as £200 per house. He understood that the 
non-traditional builders were now working 
on similar designs for the non-traditional 
house and he hoped that local authorities 
would be quick to take advantage of this. 
There was no doubt that the non-traditional 
house had a very big part to play in Scot- 
land’s future housing problem. Commander 
Galbraith added that there was, however, 
a limit to the saving that could be made 
by simpler design. We would also have to 
look for savings that might be made by 
more efficient plarining and higher pro- 
ductivity. He knew*that such savings were 
not easily made, but the need for them was 
vital. 


The representatives of the builders said 
that they, too, were concerned about rising 
costs, and promised their full co-operation. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Plans to be prepared for a new addi- 
‘ion to The Shiprow Cinema, The Green, at an 
estimated cost of £35.000. for Associated British 
Cinemas, Ltd. The architect is C. J. Foster (L.), 
30, Golden-sq.. London, 

Carmunnock.—Lanarkshire C.C. is to erect % 
houses, for which the architect is Samuel MacColl 
(A.), County-chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Eddlewood.—Lanarkshire C.C. is to erect new 
scheme of 62 houses, for which the architect is 
Samuel MacColl] ¢A.), County-chbrs., Beckford-st., 
Hamilton West. 

Falkirk.—Dean of Gui!d Court approved plans for 
the installation of pithead baths at South Banta- 
skine Colliery, Falkirk. Cost, £24,700. 

Fife.—Work is expected to commence in October 
on the new railway marshalling yards at Thornton, 
Fife. The total cost is expected to be in the 
region of £2.000.000. These marshalling yards are 
to provide transport facilities for the new Rothes 
Pit which is being sunk adjacent to the yards. 

Fifeshire —C.C. have received approval of their 
new seeondary school, which will be erected at an 
est. cost of £250.000, at The Dunnikier estate. The 
architect is Robert S. Lawrie (A.), County-bldgs., 
St. Catherine-st., Cupar, Fife. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for alterations 
and additions at Paisley-rd. for The Royal Bank of 
Scotland, Ltd. The architects are Gratton & Mac- 
Lean (F.), 21, Woodside-ter., Woodlands-rd., 
Charing Cross, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for The Laurel Bank 
Schoo! Co., Ltd., for alterations and additions at 
School-bidgs.. in The Great Western-rd. and Lily- 
bankter., Kelvinside. The architects are John 
Keppie, and Henderson, and J. H. Gleaves (F. 
& A.), 196, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for the erection of 18 
houses and 6 shops at Monach and Balarnock, and 
8 houses and 6 shops at Lamlash-cres., for which 
the architect is Archibald G. Jury (F.), Corporation 
Housing Offices, The Trongate, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for alterations and addi- 
tions to the Public School, Lorne-st., Govan. for 
which the architect is John MacNab (F.), 129, Bath- 
st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.--Plans in hand for alterations and addi- 
tions at Annfietd Public School, Cubie-st., for which 
the architect is John MacNab (F.) 129, Bath-st., 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans_ in hand for _ reconstruction 
scheme, etc., at the Catholic school, Royston-rd., 
for which the architect is John MacNab (F.), 129, 
Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Greenock.— Work is to start in October on the 
first stage of the erection of the large new factory 
for International Business Machines (United King- 
dom), Ltd., at Inverkip. 
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Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
vrevious issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at. the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particujiars may 
be obtained. 


BUILDING 


SEPTEMBER 20. 
+Steckport T.C.—48 flats in Covent Garden area. 


B.S., Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by Octo- 
ber 1) 
SEPTEMBER 26. 
*tSouthampton 8B.C.—St. Mary’s Institution, 


Southampton Technical College, stage 4. Boro’ A. 
Dep. £2. Tenders by October 20. : 


SEPTEMBER 27. 


*tRayleigh U.D.C.—s houses. T.C. Dep. £3 3s. 
Tenders by October 20 


SEPTEMBER 29. 

*tBedfordshire £.C.—Classrooms, North Beds. 
College, Cauldwell-st., Bedford. County A., Bedford. 

*tLincs C. C.—Reinforced concrete frameworks to 
farm buildings at Morton and Heckington. R. F. 
Barton, -1.C.S., County Land Agent. No. dep. 
Tenders by October 20. 

*+Paddington B.C.—Erection of 4 10-storey and 
3 6-storey blocks of flats at_Hallfield estate, 
Bishop’s Bridge-rd. T.C., Town Hall. Dep. £5 5s. 


SEPTEMBER 30. 


tCamberwell B.C.—Nine flats at Reedham-st. 
T.C., Town Hall, Peckham-rd., §.E.5. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by October 21. ; 

tEnfield U.D.C.—78 flats and 60 houses at Hoe-la. 
F. Lee, E. & S., 7, Little Park-gdns. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by October 22. 

*tLeeds Reg. Hosp. Board.— New operating 
theatre at St. Luke’s Hospital, Crosland Moor, 
Huddersfield. Architect to the Board, Park-parade, 
Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by October 22. 

*tLincoin (Kesteven) C.C.—Additional accommoda- 


tion, Grantham Earlesfiekd School. County A., 
Sleaford. Tenders by October 21. 
*tNorthants C.C.—Fire station, Long Buckby. 


County A., Northampton. 











LOOK FOR THESE POINTS IN 
SLIDING DOOR GEAR 





N OTE the bearing lubrication nipples in 
this Kingway door hanger; the ease of 
vertical and lateral adjustment; the flat wheel 
treads which spread the load at the wearing 
surface. Features like 
these make KING slid- 
ing door gear a first- 
class engineering job. 





SLIDING DOOR GEAR 
WRITE FOR ILLUSTRATED BOOKLETS 
GEO. W. KING LTD., 202 WORKS, HITCHIN, HERTS. 


OCTOBER 2. 
*tLincoin (Kesteven) C.C.—Adaptation of Brant 


Broughton House, near Lincoln, into children’s 
home. County A., Sleaford. Tenders by October 16 
OCTOBER 3. 
*tBucks C.C.—11 police houses. 
bury. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by October 31. 
Burnham-on-Crouch U.D.C.—Eight houses at 
Orchard-rd. estate. S. Brags. architect, 16, London- 
rd.. Chelmsford. Dep. £2 2s. 
caneais 4. 
U.D.C.—70 houses at Charford 
E. & §., Council House. Dep. 


County A., Ayles 


*tBromsgrove 
yy section 7. 
£3 3a. 

Cannock R.D.C.--27 houses on the Brownshore-la. 
housing site, Essington. Gray & Ballinger, Council’s 
architects, Bridge-st., Walsall. Dep. £2 2s. 

OCTOBER 6. 

Chesterton R.D.C.—Eigzht houses at Landbeach; 
4 houses at Toft. H. Jackson, A., 93, Hartington- 
gr.. Cambridge. Dep. £2 2s. per site 

Cosford R.D.C.—S:x houses at Great Green, Cock- 
field. R. Erith, architect, 5, Queen-st., Ipswich. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*tCumberiand C.C.—School, Westfield, Workington. 
County A. 

Dunmow R.D.C.—Eight flats at Weaverhcad-close, 
Thaxsted. C., Council Offices. Dep. £3 3s. 

Skegness U.D.C.—Erection of 16 aged persons’ 
bungalows on the Burgh-rd. site. S., Town Hall. 


Dep. £3 33. 
_ Hornchurch U.D.C.—Conversion of cinema, 
Station-la., into civic hall. B. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 


OCTOBER 7. 

in pes B.C.—13 “ Dup‘ex ” houses at Bushby 
Hill. B.E. & 8., Municipal Offices. Dep. 23. 

*Luton As — Classroom extensions to Stopsley 
and Chellney County Sec. Sch. B.E., Town Hall. 
Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 

Sandbach U.D.C.—45 houses on housing site No.5 
(off Crewe-rd.). E. & S., Council Offices, Crewe-rd. 
Dep. £1 1s. 

*South Shields C.B.—(a) Four shops and four 
flats and seven garages at Lake-ave.; (b) 68 houses 
at Simonside estate. B.E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

OCTOBER 8. 


*Lothingland R.D.C.—34 dwellings. B. A. 
som, A.R.I.B.A., Rectory-rd., Lowestoft. Dep. 
, OCTOBER 10. 
*Hunts C.C.—Pair of police houses, Yaxley. 
County Architect, Huntingdon. 
OCTOBER 11. 
*Manchester City C.—44 houses on various sites. 
Director of Hsg., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s.’ 
OCTOBER 13. 
*Chester R.D.C.—16 houses at Upton. T. C. R. 


Eaton (A.), 16, White Friars, Chester. Dep. £3 3s. 


OCTOBER 14. 
Andover R.D.C.—Erection at Wendover of (1 22 


houses; (2) 20; (3) 20; (4) 14 houses and four 
bungalows. R. C. White, A., 4, Temple-sq., Ayles- 
bury. Dep. £3 3s. 


*Aylesbury R.D.C.—80 dwellings at Wendover. 
Raymond C. White (F.), 4, Tempie-sq., Aylesbury. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

*Grimsby T.C.—(a) General .building contract; 
(b) heating and hot water installation; (c) electri- 
cal installation for erection of modern see. sch. for 
boys, Chelmsford-ave. B.E. & S., Municipal Offices. 
Dep. £5 each work 

OCTOBER 15. 

*Prestwich T.C.—18 two-bedroom flats at Bury oes 
rd. and Milton-rd. B.E. & S., Town Hall. Dep 
£10 10s. 

OCTOBER 17. 

*Welwyo R.D.C.—20 houses (instalment 8) at Haw- 
bush Common estate. S., Council Offices, By-Pass- 
rd. Dep. £3 3. 

OCTOBER 20. 

*Crayford U.D.C.—15 dwellings at Bourne-rd. 

housing scheme No. 32 E. & §., Town Hall. Dep. 


£2 2s 
OCTOBER 21. 
*Castieford U.D.C.—204 dweltings in prouns of 4, 
48, 50 and 62. Needham. Thorp & White, 6, High 
Petergate, York. Dep. £2 2s. 
OCTOBER 23. 
*Merthyr Tydfil C.B.—Conveniences, Dowlais. 
B.E. & S. Dep. £3 3s. 
OCTOBER 31. 
*Giltfingham T.C.—Frection of Featherby 
Sch., Chilham-rd. B.E., Municipa!-bidgs. 
£5 5s. 


Junior 
Dep. 
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NO DATE. 


*Bala (Merioneth).—Repairs and alterations at 

three farms (total cost approx. £3,000). H. 

ers & Arkwright, 148, High-st., Bangor. Dep. 
1s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


OCTOBER 1. 
Manchester City C.—Annual stores oy ig for 
gonsers 1 to December 31, 1953. City S., Town 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


SEPTEMBER 29. 

+Boston R.D.C.—Sewerage scheme for parts of 
Fishtoft and Wyberton parishes. Binnie, Deacon 
and Gourley, Artilery-louse, Artillery-row, West- 
minster, S.W.1. Dep. £10. Tenders by October 153. 

Manchester City C.—Roads and sewers at Peel 
Hall neighbourhood. City S., Town Hall. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 30. 

*tBucks Standing Joint Committee.—Estate road, 
Aylesbury. County A., Aylesbury. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by October 22. 

+Watford B.C.—Roads and sewers on the Holy- 
well housing estate. B.E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. 
£2 2s. ETANN 

OCTOBER 1. 

Stoke-on-Trent City C.—Street works and sewers 
at (1) Heathcote-si. and Longley-rd. housing 
estates, Lungton, (2) Wilding-rd. housing estate 
Ball Green. City E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £3 
per contract. 

OCTOBER 4. 
Leicester T.C.— Roads and sewers on the Ethel-rd 


site. City S., Town Hall. Dep. £1 1s 
OCTOBER 6. 
*Rhondda U.D.C.—Road and sewer works at 


Craigwen site. C. Gingell (A.), Housing Architect, 
13, Ystrad-rd., Pentre, Rhonnda. Dep. £3 3s, 
OCTOBER 11. 


U.D.C.—Surfacing various roads. 
Town Hall. 


OCTOBER 14. 

*Aylesbury R.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Wend- 
over. K. C. White (F.), 4, Temple-sq., Aylesbury. 
Dep. 23 3s. 

St. Albans T.C.—Roads and sewers on the West- 
field estate. City KE. & &., 16, St. Peter’s-st. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


Oswaldtwistle 
E. & §&., 


OCTOBER 15. 
tGovernment of Kenya.—Pipeline to Mombasa. 
Crown Ageuts for Cu.onies, 4, Millbank, §.W.1 
Tenders by February 2. 

Hornchurch U.D.C.—3,700 yds. of soil sewer in 
St. Mary s-ia. bod. Coun ut Uinces. Dep. £2 2s. 
OCTOBER 2, 

Wey Valley Water Company.—Construction of a 
reservoir with a capacity of 150,000 gals. in con- 
nection with the Co.emore and Priors Dean water 
supply. Rofe & Raffety, chartered civil engineers, 
3, Victoria-st., Westminster, 8.W.1. Dep. £2 2s. 

OCTOBER 22. 

Kirbymoorside R.D.C.—2,000 yds. 

water main. T.C., Council Offices. 


of cast-iron 
Dep. £1 1s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


City.—Buitpinc.—The L.C.C. has given its con- 
sent under Section 51 of the London Building Act, 
1930, tu the erection of a building at 2, Bishopsgate. 
City, with vertical enclosures to the lift motor 
room to a prontey height than that prescribed by 
the above Act. & 0 Collins, F.R.1.B.A., 
115, Old Broad-st. "£.0.3, ee to the London 
and Lancashire Insurance Co. " § 


Golders Green.—MeEDICAL rn for 
erection of industrial diseases medica] institute at 
Manor House site for the Manor House Hospital 
Authorities have received Ministry approval. Archi- 
tect is C. M. Swannell, 6, Raymond-bigs., W.C.1. 


Hornchurch.—Dwe..incs.—T.P. approval has been 
given to Steven & Copsey, builders, 54, Brentwood- 
rd., Romford, to erect eight houses at 62- 76, Cowper- 
rd.. Rainham. 


eS eee has been given 
by T.P. Comm. to Steven & Copsey, builders, 54, 
Brentwood-rd.. Romford, to erect 12 dwelling-honses 
> 51-57, Rainham-rd. and. 10-24, Anstead-dr., 
nham. 


Hornchurch.—Hovses.—P sal by H. Webb 
Bldrs.), Ltd., Bridge-yd., Gallows cheer, Romford, 
to erect nine honses at 1-9, Doncaster-way, Horn- 
church, has received B.C. approval. 


Hornchurch.—Dwe.iine-novuses.—T.P. 
has been given to W. Geodchild & Co., 


mission 
surveyors, 
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‘* THE BUILDER ”? PRICES 


IRON AND STEEL SCRAP 

The Minister of Supply, Mr. Duncan Sandys, 
has made an Order consolidating the Iron and Steel 
Scrap (Nos. 1-6) Orders, 1950-51. With a few 
minor exceptions maximum prices are unchanged 

The Order provides that special prices may be 
authorised where extraordinary collection costs are 
involved and for special small sizes. 


The Order, the Iron and Steel Scrap Order, 
1952, S.1., 1952, No. 1665, came into force on 
September 17, and is on sale at H.M.S.O., price 9d. 


ZINC UP 

The Ministry of Materials announces that on 
September 13 the price of good ordinary brand zinc 
was increased from £122 to £126 per ton delivered 
consumers’ works. Premiums for higher grades 
remain unchanged. 

The Brass and Copper Tube Association announce 
that in consequence of the increase in the price of 
zinc, the basis price of brass tubes has been increased 
by id. per Ib. to 27}d. per lb. The list prices of 
brass and aluminium brass condenser ferrules have 
also been increased by 4d. per Ib. 











123, South-st., Romford, to erect eight houses at 
4-18, Grove Park- rd., Rainham 


Langham Place.—Concert as. —We regret that 
the information concerning the Queen’s Hall, which 
was given in this column in our issue of Septem- 
ber 12, was not correct. So far as is known the 
—— for the demolition of the hall has not 

en let. 


Walton.—Boatnouse.—Prection of new boathouse 
at Common Platt, River Ash estate, for Walton 
Rowing Club has received county planning approval. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—T.C. approved plans for extensions 
to warehopse at Dale-st., for E. A. Bridgett, Ltd. 


Ainwiok.—U.DC. approved revised plans by 
United Automobile Services, Ltd., Darlington, for 
bus stn. in Clayport-st. 


Blackpoo!.—T.C. approved plans for 17 houses 
and garages at College-ave., for North Staffs 
Miners’ Convalescent Home. 


Bootle.—B.C. to negotiate following eantracts for 
dwellings at Cabbage Inn site:—S. Byron, 9, Cra- 
burn-rd., Formby (24); B. Clark, Tilston, Child- 
wall Priory-rd. Liverpool 6 (14); City Contractors, 
Ltd., 40, North John-st., Liverpool 2 (12). 











FACTORY & OFFICES 
FOR 
RELIANCE (NAMEPLATES) LTD. 


Architect : 


Lesslie K. Watson, M.B.E., M.A., 
F.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I. 


Contractors : 
Holland & Hannen and Cubitts Ltd. 


PATENT GLAZING 
TO ROOF LIGHTS 


ANOTHER 
CONTRACT 


AYGEE 


England’s Largest Glazing 
Contractors 


LONDON, S.E.1 
WATerloo 6314 (10 lines) 
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Brandon.—U.B.C. received Ministry’s sanctien to 
purchase 56 acres of housing land at Ushaw Moopr. 
Council’s housing schemes are carried eut by 
direct labour. 


Bury.—Ministry of Works negotiating with Bury 
Card Blowing and Ring Room Association for re- 
building of top floor of Textile Hall as offices. 


Bury.—T.C. propose erection of combined sub- 
station, cenveniences and bus shelter at Walshaw. 


Clitheroe.—T.C. seek approva] for layout of 46 
houses and 36 bungalows for aged; shops and 
garages at No 5 site, Menthorne; negotiating with 
Lee, Harie, Sykes for 14 bungalows at Selby-st. 
area. 


Consett.—U.D.C. to build 147 houses at Consett 
and 98 at Leadgate. Cost, £165,000. Architect, J. J. 
| oat gua ‘Durham-rd., Blackhill, Consett, Co. 

urham 


Corby.—U.D.C. received M.O.H. approval for de- 
velopment of site at rear of Studall-ave. as an 
industrial site. 


Corby.—John White (Footwear), Ltd., Higham 
Ferrers, are preparing plans for new factory. 


Cumberland.—E.C. to commence work in October 
on a sec. mod. sch. at Maryport. 


Cumberland.—E.C.’s building programme for next 
year includes Cleator Moor R.C. sec. sch. and 
Maryport cty. sec. sch. Cty. A., J. H. Haughan, 
K, Portland-sq., Carlisie. 


Cumberland.—M.H. has approved in principle 
plans by Cty. A. for a clinic at Millom to cost 
£13,450.—Home Office are to build handicraft block 
° a approved sch. at Pelham House, Calder- 
ridge. 


Durham.—A prim. sch. at Tow Law (200 places) 
and Consett sec. sch. (720 places) are included as 
urgent works in next year’s building programme of 
E.C. Cty. A., G. R. Clayton, Court-la., Durham. 


Fleetwood.—Directors of Fleetwood Pier pro- 
pose rebuilding as soon as licence is received. Est. 
cost, £50,000 


Gateshead.—Brewery alterations are proposed for 
J. Rowell & Son, High-st., Gateshead, to mee by 
Cackett, Burns Dick and McKellar, 21, Ellison-pl., 
Newcastile-on-Tyne. 


Great Harwood.—U.D.C. to erect oe aaa block 
of flats at Hanson-st. and Wa!msley-st. 


Gwyrfai.—R.D.C, propose 24 houses at Groeslen. 
Architect, Faso Wilhams, Regent House, Penmaen- 
mawr. 


Liandudno.—T.C. received further allocation of 50 
houses (30 at Tre Creuddyn site and 20 by private 
enterprise).- 


Liangefni.—U.D.O. have purchased “ Pencraig ’”’ 
for adaptation as council offices and housing pur- 
poses. 


Manchester.—National Library for the Blind, St. 
John-st., Manchester, 7 erection of a library 
at Byron- st., at £80 


Manchester.—T.C. grepese adaptation of “ Wood- 
ville,’ Windsor-rd., Newton Heath, as a home for 
aged. —T.C. propose maintenance depot at Percival- 
st., Collyhurst—Approved plans for : :—166 houses, 
38 "cottage flats and 12 aged persons’ bungalows at 
Charlestown neighbourhood unit, Blackley; 119 
houses and 20 cottage flats (scheme 163A), Hillside 
estate, Blackley; 63 flats in three-storey blocks at 
Greyfriars-rd. and Altcar-walk, Woodhouse Park, 
Moss Nook neighbourhood; seven shops and 
maisonettes at Road No. 1 Brooklands South-East 
Sub Centre, Baguley. 


Newcastie-on-Tyne.—Following loan sanctions 
have been received by City Council :—£265,936 for 
194 houses in Slatyford-la. and £12,275 for altera- 
tions to Ponteland Cottage Homes. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—The National Dock Labour 
Brd. are to build a medical centre on the - 
Architect, C. S. Errington, 46, Grainger-st., New- 
castle.—Plans have been approved for 72 fiats in 
Roundhill-ave. and Rathay- l., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
for the Housing Com. ‘ans by City A., G 
Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle. 


North Riding.—M.E. has approved the inclusion 
of Eston Grammar sch. in next year’s building 
eg egg to build a new depot at — 
orge Valley railway stn. at West Ayton.—M.H 
has confirmed compulsory purchase by C.C. of a 
site at Richmond for a welfare centre, sch. clinic, 
etc. Cty. A., H. J. Knowles, County Hall, North- 

ailerton. 
Rainford.—U.D.C. propose 24 three-bedroomed 
houses and six two-bedroomed bungalows. 


Rimley (near Stourbridge).—New roof and alfera- 
tions proposed at Clynn Arms. Architect, A. Hart- 
well, Wolverhampton. 

Scarborough.—T.C. approved plans by North- 
Eastern Electricity Board, Carliol House, New- 
castie. for alterations to power stn. in Salisbury- 
. —M.H. & L.G. has approved estimates by Boro’ 
(H. V. Overfield), at £98,663, for 74 houses at 
Eastield, and £32,949 for 25 houses at Eastfield. 

.—Additional n..ses’ accommodation 


at Hospital for Sheffield Reg. Hospital Brd. 
Architects, Buttrick & Buttrick, 43, Oswald-rd., 
Scunthorpe. 


Sept 
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+ THE AMAZING 
tera- NON-FLAM PAINT REMOVER? |, 
ybour i i 
side. D ‘ 
; |= REMOVES UP TO 5 COATS : | 
~ in | ; 
yne, 4 
“| OLD PAINT AT ONE GO! : : 
, ° H ' 
ing : : 
met | ARNOLITE saves time, tools and labour—does 
ot a a better, cleaner job of paint removing. It needs H 
orth- only water... applying. ..scrubbing or scraping ! H 
_ off—it leaves woodwork, etc., primed for _ 
repainting. ARNOLITE can be used in confined 
ifera- A q 
Hart- | spaces without danger. It is wonderful for M. MACDONALD & CO. sturuxcs LTD. 
ei. | washing down—if used diluted. BENNETT STREET, MAPPERLEY, NOTTINGHAM 
gpa From your usual suppliers or details from psa 
a AFFINED BASIC CHEMICALS LTD., 
bri. | Empire Works, Desborough Road, High Wycombe, Bucks 
Telephone: High Wycombe 2266/8 
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Blackwood Hodge offer a first-class ge 
maintenance and spare parts service ~ fe: 
at Northampton for your CUMMINS is to 
DIESEL ENGINES. Here there is every Co. 
facility for reconditioning and 
thoroughly testing to Maker's + De 
standards, ensuring another long period + Del 
of trouble-free running. (Der 


Full details of this service are available King 
from the works. Bl 
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simce 
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CUMMINS DIESEL ENGINES FROM 50 to 550 b.hp. esa 
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Sales : Works and Service : ae 
11, BERKELEY STREET, W.1 HUNSBURY, NORTHAMPTON pores 


Telephone: MAYfair 9090 Telephone: Northampton 5262 par 
South 
U.K., IRELAND, E. AFRICA, NIGERIA, NYASALAND, SUDAN, INDIA, PAKISTAN, CEYLON, AUSTRALIA, NEW CALEDONIA _ pit 
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South Bank-on-Tees.—Long-term development 
plans at Dorman Long & Co.’s South Bank Iron- 
works include new coke-oven plant and additions 
to by-product plant. 


Southport.—B.C. to issue block licence to L. 
Soloman, 33, Hesketh-rd., Southport, for 61 flats at 
Leicester-st./Albert-rd. site —E.C. to include High 
sch. for Girls in 1953/4 programme. 


Stockport.—Office accommodation for Bennett & 
Hamer, Ltd. Architect. W. W. Taylor, Wellington- 
rd, South, Stockport 


Sundertand.—E.C. has appointed Martin & Felton, 
Lloyds Bank-chbrs., Fawcett-st., Sunderland, as 
quantity surveyors for Hylton Red House_cty. 
prim. jnr. sch. Plans are by Boro’ A. (H. C. 
Bishop), Grange House, Stockton-rd., Sunderland. 


Sunderland.—Further revised plans for a health 
centre at Springwel! have been prepared by Boro’ 
A. (H. C. Bishop), Grange House, Stockton-rd., 
Sunderland, and it is hoped to obtain permission 
soon for the work to proceed. The scheme was 
originally estimated at £68,000, but the Ministry 
asked for this sum to be reduced. 


Sunderland.—T.C. has received following loan 
sanctions :—Erection of five shops and_ flats, 
Holborn-rd. and Hytton-la. (£21,915); erection of 
162 houses (£200,216). Bristol] Aeroplane Co., are 
to earry out factory alterations on Pallion trading 
estate.—Newrick & Blackbell, John-st., Sunderland, 
are architects for rebuilding warehouse in Hadrian- 
st., for Dunwoodie & Co., Ltd.—Plans are being 
prepared by S. W. Mitburn & Partners, 9, Espla- 
nade, Sunderland, for extending factory on Pallion 
trading estate. 

Wakefield.—T.C. received approval for rebuilding 
Thornes House Grammar sch. jn 1953/4 programme. 
Total est. cost, £178,000. 

Walker-on-Tyne.—H. Walker & Sons (Cylinders), 
Ltd., Mary-pl., Walker-on-Tyne, to erect engineer- 
ng works. Plans by Anderson & Foster, c/o the 
company. 

Warrington._R.C. Diocese propose new church, 
presbytery and hal] on north side of Sandy-la. at 
junction with Northway.—B.C. approved plans for 
rebuilding warehouse at junction of Parr-st. and 
Napier-st., for R. Trevor.—T.C. to support, applica- 
tion by Warrington Co-op. Society for a licence to 
erect shops at Dallam estate. 

Washington (Co. Durham).—U.D.C. | seeking 
sanetion to borrow £60,534 for 46 houses at Oxford- 
ave. Surveyor is Mr. T. E. Crowe. 

Wigan.—Extensions proposed at St. James C. of 
E. sch. in 19535 programme. 

Wigton._R.D.C._is considering erection of 56 
houses at Abbey Town and a further housing site 
is to be purchased at Aspatria. 

Worksop.—R.D.C. to negotiate with G. Wimpey & 
Co., Ltd., London, for 90 houses at Long-la. site. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recom ded for accept “ 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

| a accepted by H.M. Government Depa:t- 
ments. 





Bishops Castle (Salop).—12 houses at Kerry 
(een, for T.C.: *Wm. Powell & Son, Sunset-yard, 
Kington, £20,259. 

Blantyre. —Erection of a new Catholic sch., for 
Lanarkshire Corporation. William Watt (F.), archi- 
tect, County-bldgs., Motherwell-Wishaw. Excava- 
tion. brick, building and allied works: *Andrew 
Wright & Sons (Builders), Ltd., Blantyre, £33,070. 
(Other contracts let.) 

Bootle.—Houses sfor B.C. at Sterrix-la. site: 
‘Hawthorne Building & Constructiot Co., Ltd., 
Vulean-la., Liverpool, £57,484 (56); *W. L. Murphy 
& Co., Ltd., Kirkstone-rd. North, Liverpool 12, 
£50,586 (48); *Fairclough & Foster (Bootle), Ltd., 
4. Aintree-rd., Liverpool, £36,727 (36). 

Bury.—Erection of St. Bede’s R.C. Church, Fair 
field: *Frederick Powell, Tonge Moor, Bolten. 


Bury.—Conversion of shelter into laboratory at 
Bury High sch., for E.C.: *Parker & Calvert, Ltd., 
Heywood. 

Carliste.—Houses at Harraby estate, for T.C.: 
‘John Laing & Son, Ltd., Dalston-rd., Carlisle (80) ; 
*Barwick Bros., Aipha Mount, Gilsland (50). 

Colne.—32 flats and four family houses between 
Buck-st. and Windy Bank, for T.C.: #Direct Labour. 

Consett.—Erection of 36 houses on the Moorside 
site, for U.D.C. Architect, John J. Eltringham, 
Derwent-st., Blackhill: *C.T.C. Builders, Ltd., 
Blackhill, Co. Durham. 

Darlington.—Erection of 35 houses at Heighinz- 
ton, for R.D.C. Architects, Hutton & Hutton, 24, 
Southend-ave., Darlington: *R. Blackett & Son, 
Bondgate, Darlington. 

Durham.—Work has staited on the erection of a 
prim. sch. at Penshaw, for Durham Cty. E.C. 
Architects, J. @. Cowe Sons, Central-chbrs., 
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Chester-le-Street: *Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, 
Ltd., Howdon-on-Tyne. 


Glasgow.—Evection of a new nursery sch. at 
Friarton-rd., Maryhill, for the Corporation. Alex- 
ander MacAnna!ly (A.), architect, 175, St. Vincent- 
st., Glasgow. Underbuilding, joinery, carpentry, 
plumbing, sanitary engineering, and allied works: 
*Matthew Simpson & Co., Lid., £14,342. Super- 
structure and allied works: *The Bristol Aerop‘ane 
Co. (Housing), Ltd., Weston-super-Mare, £11,341: 


Glasgow.—Erection of the new Barmulloch public 
sch. on Site 5 at Rockfield-rd., for the Corporation. 
John MacNab: (F.), architect, 129, Bath-st., Glas- 
gow. Excavation, brick, building, joinery, car- 
pentry, and allied works: *The Scottish Tar- 
macadam & Asphalting Co., Ltd., £26.102; plumb- 
ing, sanitary engineering, and allied works: 
*Kennedy & Bain, Ltd., Glasgow, £3,100. 

Hepton.—16 two-bedroomed and four three-bed- 
roomed houses at Boston Hill, Wadsworth, for 

DC.:* *Oldfield & Watson, New-rd., Hebden 
Bridge, £26,639. 


Heywood.—36 houses at Sussex-ave., 
*John Tinline, Ltd., Bury, £46,334. 


Kilmarnock.—Additions and new plant for the 
Scottish Gas Board, Kilmarnock Group, which are 
to be erected at The Riverbank Gas Works. Foun- 
dation works: *George Reid & Sons, Ltd., Catrine, 
Ayrshire. 

{London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., 
Admiralty. 

Minworth: Re-sheeting shed, Neuchatel Asphalte 
Co., Ltd., 189, Hagley-rd., Edgbaston, Birmingham. 
St. Merryn: 5 officers’ houses, including site works, 
A. N. Coles (Contractors), Ltd., Sutton-rd., Ply- 
mouth. Hythe, Hants: Alterations to slipway and 
jetty, Miller and Partners, Ltd., Yeading Works, 
Uxbridge-rd., Hayes, Midd'esex. Portlund: Build- 
ings and ancillary works, Staverton Builders, Ltd., 
Totnes, Devon. 

Culdrose: Officer’s house, including site works, 
Coulls and Gribble, Ltd.. Count House-yard, Pool, 
Redruth, Cornwall. Deal: Demotition of old drill 
shed and barrack blocks, Goodman Price, Ltd., 
Lincoln-chbrs., Portsmouth-st., W.C.2. Stretton: 
5 officers’ houses, including site works, J. R. 
Ashall. Ltd., Greenway, Manchester-rd., Padding- 
ton, Warrington. Abbotsinch: 5 officers’ houses, 
including site works, Peter McConnell, Ltd., 9, 
Underwood-rd., Paisley. Rosyth: 21 officers’ houses, 
including site works, A. McAllister & Son, Dean-rd., 
Bo’ness, West Lothian. 

L.C.c.—Undermentioned contracts exceeding 
£2,500 in value have been placed by the L.C.C. 
between July 18 to September 10:—War damage 
repairs, improvements and redecoration at Peter- 
borough cty. prim. sch., Kirk & Kirk, Ltd. | Erec- 
tion of a cty. complement to St. Martin’s-in-the- 
Fields (formerly known at Tulse Hill compreheén- 
sive high sch.), Rush & Tompkins, Ltd. Adapta- 
tion of winter garden at Furzedown training col- 
lege as a drama werkshop, Snelling & Rayment. 
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All types of Roofing 
Materials are available 
for Immediate Delivery 
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BEST WELSH SLATES 
AND DAMPCOURSES. 


ASBESTOS CEMENT- 
SHEETS AND FITTINGS. 
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81 ESSEX ROAD, LONDON.N.1 
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War-damage repairs at Creek Manor ety. sec. sch., 
Greenwich, Norman Wright (Builders), Ltd. 
Adaptations at Borthwick, 8, New Kent-rd., 3.E.1, 
for a training college for technical teachers, W. T. 
Champion & Sons, Ltd. Supply, installation and 
testing of a passenger lift at the Centra] School 
of Arts and Crafts, McGhee & Murray, Ltd. Elec- 
trical installation at Earl Rise cty. prim. sch 
Woolwich, Thorpe & Thorpe, Ltd. Blecirical installa. 
tion at Ashmole ety. prim, seh., Lambeth. E. Satter- 


thwaite, Ltd Layout of Morden Park Playi 
Fields, E. Doe & Sons (Contracts), Ltd. Panne 


and cleaning at Primrose Hill cty. prim. sc S 

Pancras, W. H. Gaze & Sons, Lid Paints” ov 
cleaning at Eltringham sch., Wandsworth, A. J 
Wait & Co., Ltd. Painting and cleaning at Col- 
7 hoe cty. sec. sch., Camberwell, Ernie Bayliss, 


§London (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
by W.D. during week ended September 6:— — 
Lancashire: Concrete roadwork, J ; 
Farnworth. Nottinghamshire : Building pay we 
Houfton & Co. (1955), Ltd., Nottingham. Yorkshire : 
Building work, E. Barker, Ltd., Hull. Leicester. 
aoe ne a Duxbury & Sons, Leicester 
tirkcudbrightshire: Miscel s ni ‘Co., 
Kirkcudbright. ne ee a Nes 
Surrey: Concrete work, Whyatt (Builders) 
London, S.W.16; Concrete water tank, E. . aoe 
(Putney), Lid., London, S.W.15. Hampshire: Mis- 
apg 3 ee eae Ltd., London, 
S.W.15; y installa ns S - 
ing), Ltd., Reading. — ee 
_ Manchester.—Houses for T.C.:—173 at Bowlee 
(Contract 167a); *W. Hodgkinson, Ltd., co 


Manchester.—Stage 11 of Manchester Jews’ s 
The Polygon: *G. & W. Smi ti ax 
ll on . Smith, setae Ardwick, 

Middlesbrough.—Erection of 24 houses 
a on oe for F.C. J. A. i > ES 
*“M. Baum (Construction) Co., Ltd. jorough-rd.. 
Middlesbrough, £31,951. ’ os 

Midlothian.—Erection of a new. Edi 
Church of Scotiand, at Oxgangs-rd. North, ‘cele 
ton, Ian G. Lindsay & Partners (F.), architects 
Houston House, Uphall, Midlothian. ‘Excavation. 
brick, building and allied works: *Russell & Swan- 
son, Ltd., Edinburgh. Plumbing. sanitary engineer. 
ing and allied works: *John Wightburn & Sons 
Ltd., Edinburgh. Joinery, carpentry and allied 
works : Robert H. Bennie, Linlithgow. Plaster 
lathing and allied works: *Thomas F. Woodburn & 
poner ey ee ha Electrical fittings and in- 
Stallation works: *William Allan i 
Lid., Edinburgh. a 


__Miliom.—Erection of 10 houses for R.D.C.: *8 
Sheldon & Sons, Lapstone-rd., Millom, £15260. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of 65 houses 2 
Slatyford-la. housing estate, for City pv Aah os 
a yee . = Seermasuat, Newcastle - 

ssins Sontractors), td., lew- 
castie, £84,037. on oe 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of eight j ’s 
houses at Fenham Chase. for City Comm ak 
Kenyon, City A., 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle: 
= Glynn 41, Derby-st.. Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Newmarket.—Erection of 28 houses at Portla:d- 
I 


rd., Houldsworth Valley, for U.D P 2S 

Council Offices, Severals —— a es 
Rattee & Kett, Ltd., Cambridge 53,677 
Johnson & Bailey, Lid., Cambridge .. “ase 
H. Ho!land, Ltd., Newmarket 45,(85 


L. L. Baynes, Great Shelford, Cambs ie 
*W. J. Hunt, Ltd., Norwich-st., Cambridge... ais 


New Mills (Derbys).—13 bungalows at Hichfield 
estate, for U.D.C.: *W. Tatylo: x Leigh- 
ton, New Mills, £11,564. a a 
North Shields.—Factory extensions for Gregs ; 
Co. Architects, Jack Cotton, Ballard tf Blow 
Haymarket House, Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Hastie D. 
Burton, Ltd., King-st., North Shields, ; 


Oakengates.—New conveniences at t 

Bridge-st.. for U.D.C.: *N. r% oa Baw 

Hill, Ketley Bank, Oakengates. 
Potters Bar U.D.C.—Frection of 80 dwelli 

Oakmere estate. E. . Walden. tee 

ARICS. BE. & 8... Willyotts Manor. Darkes-la..,, 
Vv. §. J y, ighton s 

Midés’ fig ak z ouse, Potters Bar, 


Ripponden (Yorks).—23 houses at Northroyd 
Barkisiand, for U.D.C.: *Marshall & Rushworth, 
Ltd., Elland. 


Saitash.—Erection of six honses at Warraton 
housing site, contract 1, for T.C. B.S., Church 
House: *Geo. H. Webber, Ltd., Saltash, £10,001. 


Scarhorough.—Erection of five flats and three 
houses in Cook’s-row, for T.C.: *Jaram & Son 
Gladstone-st., Scarborough, £10,879. , 

Scarborough.—Erection of 123 house Jast- 
field estate, for T.C. H. V. Overield.” BE 
*Mollekm Bros., West Parade-rd., Scarborough, 
£76,322 (58); *Ermest Hunter (Scarborough), Ltd. 
Beaconsfield-st., Scarborough, £80,579 (65). - : 


Shardlow.—12 and 14 houses for R.D.C.: *Morley 
a Ltd., Exeter-st., Derby, £15,100 "aan 
7, J 
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Shetheid.—Six staff houses at Bracebridge 
Hospital, for Reg. Hospital Brd.: *E. Norman, 
North Hykeham, Lincoln, £10,778. 











UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 
/ REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
IN THE KINGDOM 





ENROL NOW 
SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 p.a. 


London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 





Phone or write: 


SECRETARY, 
26 GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ‘* EFEMBE, Holb, London ’’ 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 
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South Shields.—Factory additions for Thermotank, 
Ltd., Bede trading estate. Architects, Cackett, 
Burns Dick and McKellar, 21, Etliston-pl., New- 
castie-on-Tyne: *R. W. Bell & Co. (Builders), Ltd., 
Mistietoe-rd., Jesmond, Newcastie-on-Tyne. 

Stand (Bury).—Rebuilding of Unitarian Chapel: 
*P. Hamer, Ltd., Swinton, ar. Manchester. 

Sunderland.—Erection of 116 houses on the Castle- 
town estate, for T.C. Boro’ A., H. Bishop, 
Grange House, Stockton-rd.. Sunderiand: *L. W. 
Evans, Ltd., Norfolk-st., Sunderland, £144,202. 


Tutbury.—44 houses and eight flats for R.D.C.: 


*Drury & Co., Lid., Wighton Fields, Leicester, 
£66,031, 
Walsall.—Four firemen’s houses at Gipsy-la. 


estate, for T.C.: *United Construction Co., Ltd., 54, 
Green-la., Walsall, £5,548. 


Warrington.—24 maisonettes at Statham-ave., 
Orford estate, for T.C.: *Mr. Frank Berry, War- 
rington, £23,287; 20 houses at Orfoed estate: 
*Osborne & Co. (Warrington), Ltd., £25,835; four 
houses at Newton Hollow Pumping Station: 
*Building Contractors (Warrington), Ltd., £6,558. 


Colour Range Extended 

Pilkington Brothers, Ltd., of St. Helens, 
Lancs, have recently introduced a further 
shade to the existing colours in their 
“Vitrolite” range. This new shade, known 
as “cream,” will further extend the colour 
combinations of this versatile wall lining 
material, both for exterior and interior 
application. 


ae 
STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


Inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 30 YEARS 


and consuit 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy House, 115/116, Strand, Lendon, W.C.2 
Tel.: TEMple Bar 5621 
Boyle i 
oyle’s ..zs.- Ventilator 
OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


98 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 
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“ Deliberate Overcrowding ” 

In a reference to overcrowding in council 
houses, Dr. T. P. Edwards, medical officer 
to Wrexham B.C., expresses the view in his 
annual report that it is almost certain that 
some of the conditions are deliberately pro- 
duced to force the council to provide houses, 


FLOORING 
BLOCKS 


KILN ORIED T. & G. 


IN OAK, BEECH, LOLIONDO 
MAHOGANY MUAVE, ETC. 


STRIP FLOORING T.&G.& E.M. 


MITCHELL BROS. LTD. 
MARK STREET, LIVERPOOL 5 




















BROAD-ACHESON 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 


once used - always used 


BROAD & CO. LTD. 4 SOUTH WHARF 
LONDON, W.2 PADdington 7061. 
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LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL: LOUGHTON 5022 











WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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